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PREFACE. 


HE deſten of the following Di- 
(courſe is to ſhew that Popery is 
ſounded in a like worldly corrupt In- 
tereſt 2s the way of the falſe Apoſtles 
w4, and carried on by alike Art. And 
if it ſhall appear to be ſo indeed, there 
will be no great cauſe to marvel, why 
the many worthy endeavours of the Ad- 
vocates of the Proteltant Cauſe to con- 
vince the Papilts of being enilty of cor- 
rupting the Chriſtian Religion , ſhould 
prevail no more upon them than they 
have done; for ſuch an Interc(t whileſt 
adlered to, doth obſiruTt the operation 
of all ſach Truth on the Mind and Will, 
as tends to oppoſe or undermine it. $0 
Moat upon the former ſuppoſition , we 
may well conceive, that the reaſon why 
AZ the 
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the endeavonrs of the Perſons aforeſaid 
have prevailed no more upon the Gain. 
ſagers, + not the weakneſs of their 
Cauſe, nor weakneſs in their managing 
of it, mor yet the ftre meth oO their Ad*+ 
q erſarics Aroum "mis 19 oppoling them : 
but the true reaſon will be found to lye 
in the prevalence of 4 carnal, worldly 
corrupt Intereſt. For that which was 
the reaſon why the Holy Apoſtles could 
mot recover the talle Apoſtles nor thoſe 
that ſluck to them. from their Errors 
and Corruptions, we may well conceive 
to be the reaſon lik; w/c. why the Ad- 
vocates for Reformation have recovered 
no more than they have done of the 
Papilts neither from theirs, which were 
introduced into the world. and perſiſt- 
ed in upon the ſame or like carnal rea- 
fon and motive, as the Corruptions of 
the falſe Apoltles were. 

Now our A (CY Farmers themſelnes Cans 
mot but orant thu the re 1ſon why the 
= Al /tl s pre? tiled no more upon 

e faiſe Apoſtles and their followers 
th 1 they il 1H M41 TILL the Chriſti* 
an Cauſe acainjt them in corrupting the 

Chri- 
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Chriſtian Religion, was neither the bad- 
neſt of their own, nor goodneſi of their ad- 
verſaries Cauſe, wor the Holy Apoſtles 
weak managing of their Cauſe; and 
if none of theſe were the reaſon, what 
elſe could it be iz probability, but the 
falſe Apoſiles love of, cloſe adherence 
to, and faſt holding of ſuch a corrupt 
Intereſt, 4s could not be upheld bat by 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion ? And 
if the Holy Apoſiles who were extraor- 
dinarily aſſiſted in delivering and ſpeak- 
ing Truth, and who had their DoGrine 
extraordinarily confirmed with Signs, 
and Wonders, and divers Miracles , 
could not for all that prevail with the 
falſe Apoſtles to confeſs and relinquiſh 
their Errors, ſo long as a Worldly In- 
tereſt was upheld by thoſe Errors, and 
was dearer to them than the Truth it 
ſelf; 'tis then no wonder at all if our 
Proteſtant Advocates, who do not pre- 
tend to compare with the Apoſiles, have 
prevailed no more neither than they 
have done, (though their Cauſe be never 
ſo good, and ſo well managed,) to bring 
Popiſh Guides to acknowledge and re- 


linquiſh 
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linquiſh thoſe Errors of theirs, by which 
their corrupt Intereſt is ſupported and 
maintained, if that Intereſt is dearer 
to thews alſo than that Truth that oppoſe 
eth it, and fightr againſt it, is, as there 
is too much ground to ſuſpe@ it is. 
Some perhaps may be under a tem- 
ptation, to have the more favourable 0- 
pinion of Popery, for that there have 
been men of great Parts and Learning 
of that way; who upon that account 
may perhaps be thought as able as their 
Adwerſaries to diſcern Truth ſrom Error. 
But if thoſe, who ſo think, will but 
conſider, that thoſe Learned men have 
ftill had a flrong byas of a corrupt In- 
tereſt to draw them aſide, they may 
eaſily relieve themſelves againſt ſuch a 
temptation. For the greater parts fuch 
men have, as have eſpouſed a corrupt 
Intereſt, and are ſtrongly bent to defend 
it, the leſs likely are they to be over- 
come meerly by Truth : Becauſe it hath 
always been too common with ſuch men 
to imploy all their Parts and Learning 
to the nttermoſt, not indifferently and 
impartially to ſeek Truth for Truths ſake, 


to 


The Þ1eface. 


but to make the beſt they can of the 
Cauſe they have undertaken, and with 
all poſſable Art to dreſs it up, that nei- 
ther they, nor any of their party may 
fall into diſlike of it. Which was the 
reaſon why the learned Scribes, Lawyerr, 
Phariſces, and Rulers among the Jews, 
ſtood it ont againſt Chriſt , when the 
more illiterate and meaner ſort that 
were not under ſuch a temptation of 4 
worldly intereſt as the others were , 
mor bad ſuch parts to ſirengthen then- 
ſelves in their oppoſition as the others 
bad, were ſooner brought to receive 
Chriſt and ſubmit to bis DodFrine. Of 
ſuch as the former ſort our $aviour ſaid, 
how can ye believe which ſeek ho- 
nour one of another, and (eek not the 
honour which comes from God only? 
Joh. 5. 44. The experience of ſuch 4 
thing as this, doubtleſs occaſioned that 
ſayivg of $t. Paul, 1 Cor. 1.25. You 
lee your calling brethren, how that 
not many wiſe men after the {1:th are 
called, nor many mighty, nor many 


noble. 
a Beſeder, 
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Beſides, as the Love of a corrupt In- 
tereſt in men calls off their thoughts 
from an impartial enquiry after Truth, 
eſpecially ſuch Truth as oppoſeth it 3 fo 
it corrupts the mind and clouds the un- 
derſlanding of Learned as well as On- 
learned, in making a Judgment of what's 
Truth and what's Error, in thoſe things 
wherein ſuch an Intereſt is concerned. 
'Tis ſaid a Gift blindeth the wiſe and 
perverteth the judgment of the righ- 
teous, Exod. 23.8. It hinders a man 
ſrom enquiring impartially into the 
right of the others cauſe againſt whom 
he hath received a bribe: and canſeth 
him with as much partiality to conſider 
his, from whom he hath received it, 
and is a byas as well as a cloud upon bis 
mind in forming a judgment upon the 
Canſe before him : by reaſon of all which 
he gives judgment againſt the truth and 
equity of the Cauſe. And there is the 
fame reaſon why a corrupt Intereſt o- 
therwiſe, ſhould hinder a right judg- 
ment and determination in matters 
wherein that Intereſt is ſiruck at, as 
there 
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there is, why the corrupt Intereſt of a 
bribe ſhould hinder it, in a man other- 
wiſe knowing and wiſe. 

Our Savionxr ſaith, if thine eye be 
evil, thy whole body _ be full of 
darkneſs: if therefore t » light that 
1s 1n thee be dark nels, how oreat 1s 
that darkneſs 2 1. 6. 23- If the e0- 
verning principle in man be corrupt, 
as it is when that which y proce 1t h= 
nant is courtonjneſs or the love of - 


world , ( of which he there l; hors, JE 


*iſſnes of it can be no more pure than 


the ſtreams that flow from 4 corrupt 
Fountain : that COrruj SF '0'D. FRUIMNO Print 
ciple will ſtill be turnine men aſide in 
particular ations of their Lives, and 
0 makin 4 judement of tl [fe things 
wherein their corrupt Intereſt is oppoſ” 
ed, or immediately or remotely ſiruck 
at. For men cannot ſerve God aud 
Mammon ( as there it follows) they can- 
mot be faithſul to God and his Truth, 
where a love to him and a care to pleaſe 
him, do not bear a greater ſway than 
love to Mammon or any other worldly 
concern doth, 4 2 Add 
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Add we yet to all this one con{ide- 
ration more, and thit is, That when 
men hive more love for, and pleaſure 
1 unrighteonſreſs, for worldly ad van- 
tave ſake, than love to Truth for Truths 
ſake, and what attends a ſincere receive 
ing of it, the Scripture bath told us, 
that for that very caule God ſhall 
ſend ſuch (learned men not excepted) 
{ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould be- 
leve a he; to think and believe veri- 
ly they have faſt hold of Truth , when 
get they have but a he in their right 
hand, 2 Theſ. 2. 10, 11, 12. God in 
juſt judgment giving them up to an in- 
judicious mind to call evil good, and 
good evil. 

Theſe things ſhew how little in reaſon 
the conhderation of the learning and 
parts of any of the Popiſh party onebt to 
weioh with th ſ- who upon the account 
of them are inclined to entertain any 


whit the more favourable opinion of 


their way, when they conſider as they 
ought, that their Learning and Parts 
are 11 conjun@ion with a corrupt In- 
tereſt, As 
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Ar for the Liity or Common people 
of the Popiſh perſwalron, I nill not ſay, 
that « worllly corrupt Intereſt doth {6 
much prevail on them immediately, 
to be or to continue to be what they are 
in point of Popery, as it doth with their 
Clerete; but at the Second hand it 
doth prevail on them alſo. For they 
alline by an Implicite faith, beliey- 
ins as their Church-men believe, and 
ſeeing not with their own, but with their 


eyer, and tuaking all on truſt from them, 


and eiving up themſelves intirely to 
their Condud ; it follows neceſſarily, 
that if 4 corrupt Intereſt miſouide their 
Cuides, they alſo muſt needs become 
duced by means of it. $0 that what 


1.45 ſaid to the people of lracl of old, 


IS truly applicable unto them: OQ my 
people, they which lead thee caule 
thee to err. Fut that will be no excuſe 
to them who ſuffer themſelves to be ſo 
miſled : For it the blind lead the blind, 
you know who hath ſaid, they both 
ſhall fall wto the ditch. 
Now if Popery ſhall be found indeed 
4 2 to 
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#0 CE fonnce 4 in 4 like ſecular carnal 
COY "uſt > 4s the "Jp" _ (Frine 
and Pradice of the falſe files ras, 
( and whet/ os 71 b OF MO r leave you 
to judee by what the followine diſcourſe 
offirs you) then that alone would be 
enoneh to bl Uh = * Ii _ jon of it ſor 
ever in the minds of 4 1b as bave 
judement in Spiritzal thinos. For by 
this very thing dil se. John liſcrimin ate 
falſe Te ichers a oenerate Chri- 
[tians ani their way, from the Or- 
thodox and Sincere. and their wy. 


| he by 1 (tith / 3 1rc of the world 
therefore foeak they of the world 
and the world heareth them. 14 Jo. 
"RO T1 re of the world, 1. « 
ſ/ FIC (| ris rrinds T 

TH ; wAan {ly Intereſt 
t/ ” Pe) is did mind earth ol 
tinge, as it Is « eve expreſt, Phl 
2.18. therefore! eak of the world, 
1.C. the Poftrine which they tanzht, (0 


far tirth mw 45 þ i/ ”. W1s C411 (lated fo 
promote a moridiy « rruft Intereſt : 


ud tize werid hoareth them, that 
is, 


v 


V 
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is, earthly minded men, pretenders to 
Religion , received their Dodrine as 


falling in with their worldly deſign. 


But we, ſaith $t. John, are of God, 

he that knoweth God, heareth us, 1. e. 
received their DodFrine which drew 
men off from the world to Ged : He 
that 1s not of God, heareth not us: 
Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, 
and the Spirit of error : behold here 4 
plain Diſcrimination of who, and whoſe 
way is of God, and whoſe is not, with 
whom the $pirit of Truth is found, and 
with whom the Spirit of Prror. 

If the Authors of Popery then , and 
their followers, have adopted into their 
Religion 4s a part of it, any corrupt 
Dodrine or PraGice for worldly ad- 
vantage ſake, as it e falſe Teachers of 
old did: then they. w2 ſee, as well as 
thoſe falſe Teachers, ares markt ont by 
SE. John, 4s being not of God, but of 
the world , and as mcn that are miſ- 
enided by @ Spirit of Errour. And 
although by wreſting the Scriptures and 
corrupting the Word of God, they think, 

4 4 Is 
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to colour over and patronize their core 
rupt Dodrines and Prattices, juſt as 
the falſe Apoſtles before them did yet 
their Argnizgs thence, are but of the 
we nature with the Reaſonings of the 
falſe apoſtles in like caſes, which were, 
4s $t. Panl call; then. but perverie 
diſputings of men of corrupt minds, 
deſtitute of the truth, ſuppoſing that 
gain 1s godlinels, x Tim. 6.5. 

I have in the following Papers ſhew* 
ed how 8t. Paul's Complying with the 
Jews in ſome Kites of the Jewiſh wor- 
ſhip, upon account of Expedience, was 
quite of a different nature from the cor- 
rupt Complyances of the fulſe Apoſiles 
and their party And from that pru- 


dential and expediential complyance of 
his, / ha: C 7” an Append; "2 by parity of 


Kerſon arened the expediency of yietd- 
ins to the uſe of ſome things in or about 
the external form of Gods IWorſhip, 
which are neither directly commanded 
nor forbidden by God , when circuns 
ſfances render ſach a yielding neceſ- 
jery Is prevent Diviſions in the Church, 

and 
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and the bad Conſequences of them, and 
to preſerve Peace and Charity in it, 
and the better to ſurther the free courſe 
of the Goſpel. And this 1 have done 
the rather , leſt any ſhould think that 
ſuch 4 pielding as aforeſaid, ſhould be 
of "like nature with th oſe corrupt com- 
pliances of the falſs Apoſtles and their 
Party, which are repreſented to view in 
the following Diſcourſe. 

As for thoſe who have hitherto eſcap* 
ed the ſnares of Popery, the proper uſe 
of the enſuing Tract for them, is, to 
fortifie them agzinſt all Temptations of 
turning Papiſts, of what nature ſoever 
the TemplAation may be : Always re- 
membring, that ſuch as follow the falſe 
Apoſile: 1H corrupting the Chriſtian 
Relieion to avoid Perſecution, or for 
any worldly alnantage whatſocver, muſt 
exped to ſhare with them in their tate 
alſo.,of whom it is ſaid,their end ſhall be 
according to their works. 2 Cor. 11. 15. 

And (ince you will find by the proceſs 
of the Diſc ou rſe before you, that the Cor- 
ruptions both in Faith and Pradice, 


firþ f, 
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firſt in the falſe Apoſiles and their fol- 
lowers, and aſt'r them in the Papiſts, 
did ariſe and ſpring out of an 1nordi- 
nate love of the world: the conſidera- 
tion thereof may ſerve as a Sea-mark to 
warn us to take heed of that Rock ups 
on which ſo many profeſſours of Chriſti- 
anity have made ſhipwrack of it. This 
running into the Spirit of the World, 
hath always been ſatal to the Churches - 
Ar it laid waſte at laſt the once ſamous 
flouriſhing Churches of the Apoſtles own 
plantive; ſo it hath ince depreſt and 
kept many others very low in their 
Spiritual ſlate, and 3s of ill abode, as 
to their ſuture [tf mding. And there 
is ſo much the more danger of falling 
into an undue and de{irudive love of 
the things of this world. becauſe we have 
need of them, daily uſe them, ſamiliarly 
converſe with them : and becauſe men ge- 
merally are wery unable to diſcern the 
partine difſcrence between a lawſul and 
wnlawſul dcerce of love to them, and ſo 
we very ajt inſen{ivly to paſs over from 
the one into the other. And therefore 

tLere 
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there is great reaſon to be jealous of our 
affetions in this reſpet, and diligent 
to obſerve their motion and manner of 
operation towards the world, and con- 
tinually to be following them with con- 
(iderations , that all the things of this 
world are at beſt but Temporal , and 
uſeſu! only for a little ſeaſon, and that 
our main Concern lies in the thines of 
ancther world that are for Fternity5 in 
compariſon of which, the things of this 
IVorld are of no weight, when a jude- 
ment and eifimate of both its rightly 
male, By the Knowledge, Belief, and 
pr ical confderation of this it was, 
thitthe Holy Apoſtles and all ſencere Chri- 
flans then, did overcome the world , 
when their worldly and ſbiritual, their 
temporal and eternal Intereſt came in 
COM! petition. | his 1s the viſtory that 
overcometh the world, even our 
faith, ſaith St. John, 1 Fp.5 4- And 
though our outward man periſh, yet 
the inward] man 1s renewed day by 
day, witle we look not at the things 
winch arc ſeen, but the things which 

are 
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gre not ſeen; for the things which are 
ſeen, are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen, are eternal, /2ith 
St. Paul, 2 Cor. 4. 15, 12, And it wat 
by thit taith which is the Subltance 
or conhdent expectation of things 
hoped fur, ani the evidence of things 
nat ſeen, by which Abraham, \Noles 
and the reſt of thoſe IWorthies in elder 


times. became luch ſummons inſtances of 


overcomine the worl!, as they were, 
Heb. 11. And our bl: /. { Siviour tor 
the | 1V that was (et bctorc him. CN* 
dured the Croſs and deſpiſed the 
{h Ime, yo4 47 | conterzned the Grandeur 
of the wor! { too, when be was terupted 
thereby to thit which was incon7r uous 

to the end of his conting 
If any fhat tht & the prbli [ing of 
theſe papers micht well be ſpared, LL 
hderins 19 0041'\) tranl nding preces 
aoxinit Faper WP J1iCI Are lr. 4 ly EX* 
tant; I conf'ſs I (hould have thonght 
ſo too, (eſpreially confidering the Aur 
thor had it not been that the wiy 
of proceeding 4gainji Popery uſed there- 
in, 
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in , by comparing it with the corrupt 
Religion of the falſe Apoſiles, hath not, 
fo far as T have obſerved, been much 
made uſe of by others, unleſs only in 
ſome glances which look that way. 
And yet what can expoſe Popery more 
to the diſlikes , even of every vulgar 
apprehenſion, than to diſcover its like- 
neſs to the Reiigion of the falſe A- 
poſiles, who preached Chriſt indeed as 
theſe of this way alſo do, but they did 
it not ſincerely, but added to, and 
mixt with the doltrine and Religion 
of Chriſt, and that as neceſſiry to Sal- 
vation , thines of quite 4 different 
nature and contrary tendency, cven 
as theſe likewiſe do, Phil. 1. 15, 16. 
Beſides, as by diſcovering the true 
nature of the Corrupt Relioion of the 
falſe Apoſites and their Pro ſſelyztes , 
(a thine which is endeavoured in the 
following diſcourſe) we may take 
meaſure of and eltimate the nature 
of Papery when we find, 45 we may, 
"i likeneſs between them; So per: 
haps the Readers of more ordinary 
Capa- 
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Capacities, may find ſuch ſurther bene- 
fit thereby, as to come to a better un- 
derſlanding of many places and paſſages 
in the Holy Apoſtles Fpiſtles, relating 
to the way of falſe Teachers, as, without 
knowing in ſome meaſure what the cor- 
rupt Principles and Prattices of the 
falſe Apoſtles were and their ill effeds 
in the Churches, can hardly be under- 
flood. And if that may, though nothing 
elſe ſhould, be gained thereby, yet that 
alone I hope would in ſome meaſure 
recompence the pains of (uch Readers 
in peruſing the ſaid diſcourſe: From 
which T ſhall detain them no loneer, 
this being all I have to ſay by way of 
preface; craving their pardon ſor the 
length of it. 
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Y a colleGtion of ſundry paſ- 
lages ſcattered up and down 
inthe Writings of the Holy 
Apoltles of ourBleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, it 

| may eahly be diſcerned how and for 


what end, and under what pretence 
the falſe Apoltles in the Primitive 
times corrupted the Chriſtian Religi- 
| on. Andby comparing here-with the 
Chriſtian Religion as now corrupted 
by Popery, together with its end and 
deſign, and the pretence under which 
B it 


2 The Pyſerp of 

it hath been managed by the Authors 
of it, and Guides of the people of 
that perſwaſlion, thoſe that halt be- 
tween two opinions in the Caſe to be 
enquired into, and that have any de- 
fire to be led into the way of Truth 
on which hand fſoever it falls, may ea- 
fily come to a clear Reſolution and 
full ſatisfaction, who are in the error, 
the Papiſts or the Proteſtants, 

In order to the Compariſon thus to 
be made, and to the fatisfaftion that is 
thereby to be attained, I muſt repre- 
ſent to you from the Scriptures theſe 
two things. 

1, What the deſign of the falſe 
Apoſtles was 1n managing the Chriſti- 
an profeſſion to ſo ill purpoſe as they 
did. 

2. In what way and by what means, 
they carried on their delign, After I 
have done this I ſhall draw the Paral- 
lel between the falſe Apoſties and Au- 
thors of Popery, and ſhew how the 
Authors of Popery have followed 
the falle Apoſtles in both End and 
Means. 


& 26 
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S. 1. I ſhall bevin with the firſt of 
theſe, and ſhew what the deſign of the 
falſe Apoſtles was in managing the 
Chriſtian profeſſion ſo unchriſtianly 
as they did. And to make way for 
the better underſtanding of that, I 
ſhall briefly touch upon the Riſe of 
them, and the occaſion of it. The 
ſincere profeſſion of Chriſtianity be- 
ing attended at the firſt, and for a long 
time after, with fore perſecution3 
there were ſome of that Profeſtion , 
and probably Teachers too, who be- 
ing neither willing wholly to relin- 
quiſh it, nor yet to ſuffer ſo much as 
a faithful and thorough adherence to 
the doctrine and precepts of the Go- 
ſpel did expoſe men toz did caſt 
about how they might retain a pro- 
ſellion of the Goſpel, and yet avoid 
any great or conſiderable ſuffering tor 
it: And in concluſion reſolved upon 
this, viz. to Comply with theit Adver- 
faries in ſome things pertaining to the 
Religion and way which they profelt, 
(of which I ſhall ſpeak more particu- 
larly afterwards) whereby they took 
B 2 oft 
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off the keenneſs of their oppoſition , 
and provided for their own eaſe and 
ſecurity. Some pretences they found 
out for ſo doing, wherewith they en- 
deavoured to latishe themſelves, and 
others (as well as they could) whom 
they laboured to draw in to make a 
party: Juſt as St. Paxl foretold the 
Elders of the Church of Fpheſas, lay- 
ing : Of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away 
Diſciples after them, ACts 20. 30. 

And being oppoſed herein by the 
faithful Apoſtles, they uſed all the art 
they could to defend and juſtifie what 
they had done, and had perſwaded 
others to do, And to render the op- 
polition they had herein from the holy 
Apoſtles the leſs available in the eyes 
of others, they ſought by one means 
or another to diſparage them, and to 
undermine the authority and reputa- 
tion they had in the hearts of the Chri- 
[tians. And by theſe means they cor- 
rupted and drew away many aſter 
them 3 and that not of the more ordi- 
nary Diſciples only, but probably ma- 


of 
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ny of thoſe allo who were become 
preachers of the Goſpel; whereof it 
may be Demas might be one, who as 
St. Paxl (aid, had forſaken him and em- 
braced this preſint world. And indeed 
this Contagion ſpread fo faſt, and pre- 
vailed ſo much, that St. Paul complain- 
ed, laying, all ſeek their own, and not 
the things of Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 2. 
21, 

Thus having given you an account 
of the Riſe of the Falſe Teachers in 
the Apoltles days, I ſhall now give you 
a more particular and full account of 
their defign. And their Deſign as I 


. have already intimated, was worldly : 


it was to Secure and Procure 4 worldly 
corrupt intereſt, It is not unlikely but 
that at the firſt their deſign in com- 
plying ſo much as they did with the 
profelt enemies of Chriſtianity , was 
only to avoid thoſe ſufferings for the 
Golpel ſake, which the ſincere Chri- 
ſtians were expoſed to and under- 
weat, both in their perſons and 
eſtates. But afterwards when they 
had carried away many by their de» 
B 
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ceits, and were become the Head and 
ring-leaders of a Partyz a farther 
worldly advantage offered it ſelf and 
came in proſpect, (which we may well 
conceive they were not {o dull as not 
to perceive, nor (o careleſs and neg- 
ligent as not to purſue) and that was 
an opportunity of Gain, of making 
merchandize ot the ſeduced Chriſtians 
(beſides the opportunity of gratifying 
their ambition 1n becoming the Head 
of a Party.) As the falſe Prophets of 
old, and the corrupt Prieſts, when by 
propheſying and preaching pleaſing 
things to the people, they found no 
{mall benefit in the liberal gifts and 
rewardsthat courſe did procure, were 
encouraged to make a trade of {a do- 
ing (in which reſpe& thoſe Prophets 
were ſaid to divine for money, and 
thoſe Prieſts to teach for hire: ) even lo 
the falle Apoſtles allo perceiving that 
to be a thriving way, applyed them- 
[elves to preach for Doctrine ſuch 
things as pleaſed the unſound and ti- 
morous profeſlors of the Goſpel, and 
[9 made their carnal ends on them. 
They 
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They tanght things which they ought not, 
for filthy lucre ſake, as St. Paul (aith, and 
thereby ſubverted whole houſes, Tit. 1. 
11. They found that the preaching 
ſuch looſe Dottrine in point of com- 
pliance as tended to eaſe the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity of the burden of per- 
ſecution, was very gainſul; it gain- 
ed them many Proſelytes, for they 
came in by whole houſholds we lee; and 
it gained them much of filthy lucre al- 
ſo. For their Proſelytes grew very 
kind to them for teaching them an ea- 
fier and ſafer way of profeſling Chri- 
ſtianity than they knew before. Yea, 
ſo it was that the poor deluded peo- 
ple became ſo much their ſervants up- 
on account of that ſatisfaction they 
took in that new diſcovery,that St. Pan! 
upbraided ſome of them with it in 
theſe words: Te ſuffer if a man bring 
you into bondage, if' « man devour you, 
if a man take of you, if a man exalt 

imſelf, if a man ſmite you on the ſace, 
2 Cor. 11. 20. 

The defign of theſe men to be a 
worldly and fleſbly deſign, is plenti- 
B 4 fully 
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fully as well as plainly diſcovered in 
the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. The fin- 
cere Chriſtians indeed ventured all 
their worldly concerns, and ſacrificed 
all their worldly intereſt upon the (er- 
vice of the Goſpel, their holy pro- 
fellton, and their own Souls : but theſe 
men as St. Paul! characteriſeth them, 
were enemies tothe Croſs of Chriſt,they 
were luch as made their belly their 
God, and winded carthly things, Phil. 
3-18, 19. They were enemies to the 
great duty of taking up the Crols and 
ſuftering for Chriſt, earthly things 
having more of their heart than he 
had, Theſe who by their pleaſing 
doqrine aforeſaid, cauſed diviſions 
and oftences among the Chriſtians, 
contrary to the Doctrine which they 
had learned from the true Apoſtles, 
were luch as ſexved not the Lord Jeſws 
Chriſt , whatever they pretended , but 
their ow} bellies ©. Rom. 16. 17, 18. 
And St. Peter delcribing them, faith, 
they had hearts exerciſed with covetous 
pradiſes, having forſaken the right way, 


and going aſtray, followed the way of 


Ealaam 
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Balaats the ſon of Boſor who loved the 
wages of 'unrighteouſneſ;, 2 Pet. 2. 14, 
I 5» They ran ereedily aſter the way of 
Balaam for reward, os Jude hath it, 
verl. 11 And through covetouſneſs with 
fſeigned: words, they' made merthandi 
of the people,whom they deluded, 5Pet. 
2. 3 
Now 1n caſe of Perſecution, "tis 
true indeed that when Chriſi ſent forth 
his Diſciples as Sheep among Wolves; 
he adviſed them to be wiſe as Serpents, 
but innocent as Doves: to ule as much 
prudence tor the avoiding of perſecu- 
tion as would conliſt with innocency, 
Mat. 10.16. And no doubt but that 
the fincereſt Chriſtians were willing 
enough to make ule of all the prudence 
they had to ſhun perſecution fo far as 
lawtully they miphrt. But yet were 
{till caretul to preterve and maintain 
their own innocency and integrity 
in all they did im that kind, and 
not 1n the leaſt .to betray the Cauſe 
of Chriſt: And therefore they could 
ſay in thoſe ſuftcring times; This #& 
our rejoycine, the teſtimony of our Con- 
ſcience, 
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ſcience, that in mplicity and Godl y ſins 

cerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom (as the 
falſe Apoltles) but by the Grace of God 
we have had our converſition in the 
world, 2 Cor. 1. 12. But the falſe 
Apoltles and their followers, uſed ſo 
much ſubtilty and carnal policy to 
avoid the Croſs, as that the wiſdom of 
the Serpent did devour the innocency 
of the Dove. They made themſelves 
friends of the world indeed by unlaw- 
ful compliance, and by adalteratine the 
Chriſtian Religion by impure miIx- 
tures: but then they thereby made 
tiemleives enemies to God, as St. James 
ſaith, in betraying his Truth and Caule, 

James 4. 4: 

By the way then we may fee by 
what hath been ſaid, how dangerous 
a thing it is inordinately to defire and 
love the friendſhip ot the world & the 
accommodations of this preſent life : 
it is we fee that which hath betrayed 
multitudes, otherwiſe in a hopeful way 
of Salvation, into curſed and deſtru- 
thve Practiles. They that will be rich 
fall into temptation and 4 ſnare, and 
into 
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into many fooliſh and hurtful laſts, which 


drown men in deſtrudtion and perdition : 
for the love of money is the root of all 
evil: which while ſome coveted after, 
they have been ſeduced from theFaith, and 
pierced themſelues through with many 
rrows, (aith St.Pavl, ſpe: aking of thoſe 
corrupt Chriſtians whoſe inordinate 
love to the things of this world, drew 
them into ſuch (inful Compliances to 
preſerve them, as were inconhiſtent 
with Chriſtiamty 1n the truth and pow- 
erof it, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. 

Love not the worl4 nor the things of 
the world, faith St. John to thole who 
were in danger of being corrupted by 
the falſe Apoſtles through love to the 
world : for if any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world, the luſt of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the ec, 4an { the pride 
of life, is not of the Father but is of 
the world, 1 John2. 15, 15. Heres 
a brief deſcription of that love of the 
world which 18 difallowed by God and 
a ſnare of death to men. The luſt of 
the Eye is covetouſneſsz which is a 
tranl- 
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tranſgreſſion of the rule of righteouſ- 

neſs or moderation in deſiring or get- 

tingz or the rule of Piety or Charity 

in keeping the things of this world. 

The luſt of the Fleſh is a tranſgrefling 

of the Laws of Sobriety, Temperance 

and Chaſtity, 1n uſing them: And the 
pride of Life is, a tranſgrefſion of the 
Laws of Modeſty and Humility 1n 
uſing undue means to draw honour 
and eſteem from men. Now then 
when St. John laith, if any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him, his meantng ſcems to be this; 
that when any man lives in the breach 
of any of Guds Commandments,in Co- 
veting, Getting, Keeping, or Uſing the 
things of this world ; that's the man that 
ſoloves the world, as that the love of 
the Father isnot in him. For as the love 
of God, according to this Apoſtle, 
conliſteth in keeping his Command- 
ments, as he laith, Chap. 5. 3. This is 
the love of God, that we keep his Com- 
mandments; So the not loving the Fa- 
ther but the world, conſiſts in the 
breach of his Commandments, in Co- 
veting, 


bs 
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_— Getting, Keeping, or Uſing 
the friendſhip or the things of the 
world, And thus the falſe Apoſtles 
were loversof the world. They were 
willing to be for God and the Goſpel, 
ſo long and fo far as their being fo did 
not deprive them of their worldly ac- 
commodations; but wherein it did, 
ſo that they could no longer ſerve two 
Maſters, God and Mammon, without 
faultering with one of them 3 then and 
in thoſe particular caſes when ſuch a 
Competition did occur, they were 
wont (till to cleave to their worldly 
intereſt, but to turn their back upon 
God and the Goſpel. For which 
cauſe they were compared to Eſax, 
and (tiled prophane perſons like him, 
Heb. 12. 16. For as Eſa preferred fo 
inconſiderable a thing as a meſs of Pot- 
tage, becauſe of the preſentneſs of the 
ſatisfattion he expetted thereby , be- 
fore the far more deſirable priviledges 
and benefits of Birth-right and Heir- 
ſhip, becauſe they for a great part at 
leaſt were not to be received till af- 
terwards : So theſe lovers of, and de« 
ligners 
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ſigners for this prclent world, did 
chuſe eaſe and other worldly accom- 
modations, becauſe preſent, rather 
than the better hope of eternal life, 
becauſe abſent and to come. T his was 
the root of bitternels in the perſons of 
Seducers, againſt the ſpringing up of 
which among the Chriſtians, the Au- 
thor of this Epiſtle had cautioned 
them, v. 15. At that time when the 
caſe was ſo, that all that would live god- 
's, 12 Chriſt 7 ſus muſt ſuſſer perſecution, 
there was no way of retaining a pro- 
feſlion of Chriſtianity and their world- 
ly eaſe and enjoyments too. but by 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion, and 
making it another thing than the Au- 
thor of it had madeitz which was the 
thing the falſe Apoſtles laboured to 
bring the Chriſtians to, under delu- 
five pretences, that they might ſave 
themſelves from fuftcring : which 
brings me to what 1s next to be di- 
ſcourted, and that is to ſhew how un- 
worthily theſe falſe Teachers corrupt- 
ed the Chriſtian Religion to attain 
their worldly end and baſe deſign. 

S. 2. Ihe 
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S. 2. The next thing then which, as 
I ſaid, I propoſed to ſhew, was how, in 
what way, and by what means the 
falle Apoltles carried on their world- 
ly deſign, of which I have been ſpeak- 
ing: how in particular they ordered 
things in their profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity, ſo as to ſecure their end, and to 
ſerve their deſign for this world. In 
doing of which I ſhall ſhew firſt, that 
to this end they corrupted the Chriſti- 
an Religion by their hnful mixtures. 
Secondly, that they did this, and car- 
ried on their whole deſign for the 
world under a Religions pretexce. 

Firſt they corrupted the Chriſtian 
Religion on purpoſe to ſerve their 
deſign. They corrupted it partly by 
adding other things to it which were 
of a contrary nature; and partly by 
ſiniſter and corrupt interpretations of 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, and of the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, to 
countenance thoſe additions, either as 
lawful, or as neceſſary. And thus they 
abuſed the Scriptures touching the uſe 
of the Law of Awſes, by miſconſtru- 
tion 
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Qion and milupplication. They would 
be eſteemed tor judicious teachers of 
the Law, when they underſlood not 
what they ſaid; nor whereof they affir me- 
ed, 1 Tim. 147. They taught Circum- 
cifion and the obſervation of other 
Rites of the Law of Moſes to be ne- 
ceſlary to the S+lvation of Chriſtian 
Gentiles, wher: their doing fo ferved 
their carnal delign, though otherwiſe 
they made no conſcience of keeping 
the Law themſelves. For neither they 
themſelves who are circumciſed keep the 
Law: but de(ire to have you circumciſed 
that they may glory in your fleſh, (aid 
St. Paul of them, Gal. 6.13. but more 
of this atterwards. Sr. Peter alſo tells 
us that they wreſted things in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, and other Scriptures to their 
own deltruttion. They walked in craf- 
tineſs and handled the word deceitfully, 
as St, Pant retlects it upon them, 1n 
2 Cor. 4. 2. and (o he doth again when 
he (ſaith, we are not as many which cor- 
rupt the word of God, 2 Cor. 2. 17. By 
an unkindly violence which they of- 
fered to it, they made it ſeemingly, 
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and in the eyes of weak and injudi- 
cious and credulous perſons, to coun- 
tenance what they did in proſecution 


! of their carnal deſign. And although 
* theſe falſe appearances were but /tzebt, 
| and ſuch as had nothing ſatisfying in 


them to an unprejudiced and dilcern- 
ing mind, yet they would ſerve for 
demonſirations and paſs for good proof 
with thoſe who were willing and de- 
firous to have thoſe things prove true, 
which the falſe Apoſtles pretended to 
be ſo. Like as when the falſe Pro- 
phets of old propheſied falſly, the people 
loved to have it ſo, becaule it was for 
their carnal intereſt to have that prove 
true which they propheſied. But this 


' only in general. 


But to come more particularly to 
the bulineſs, and to ſhew how they 
corrupted the Chriſtian Religion to 
ſlave them from ſuffering, and to com- 
paſs their farther eads. The ſincere 
Chriſtians were 1n great danger of 
ſuftering the loſs of all the things of 
this world for Chriſt and the Goſpel 
fake, from two ſorts of enemies to 

C Chrt- 
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Chriſtianity , the unbelieving Jews, 
and the unbelieving Gemtile:, To 
avoid which, the Falſe Apoſtles taught 
themſelves fhr(t, and others after, ſome- 
what to copeply with theſe Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, in »rixine ſomewhat of 
their Rites and Ulſages with it, on pur* 
poſe to take off the edge of that Op- 
poſition and Perſecution they before 
ſuffered from them , and by degrees 
thereby to reconcile them to them- 
ſelves, and to their Religion. 

This Device of theirs occaſion'd 
thole jealous apprehenſtons St. Paxl 
had of the Corinthians, after the Falle 
Apoſtles got among them, which he 
thus expreſieth, in 2 Cor. 11. 2,3. 1 
am jealous over you with godly jea-» 
louhe : for 1 have eſpouſed you to one 
butrband, that I may preſent you 4s 4 
chaſt virgin to Chriſt. But I fear leſt by 
any means, as the ſirpent beguiled Fre 
through bis ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould 
be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is 


in Chriſt, 


S. 3. Firſt, for the unbelieving Jews, 
they 
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they, we know, were fierce Enemies 
againſt all that profeſſed the Chriſti- 
an Religion, labouring to raiſe Perſe- 
cution againſt them every where. To 
take off the edge of which, as I ſaid, 
the Falſe Apoſtles became Fattors for 
Judaiſm, and lo fell to perlwade the 
believing Gemtiles to mix and com- 
pound Judaiſm and Chriſtianity toge- 
ther, as an Expedicnt both to ſave 
themſelves from Perſecution, and to 
win their Adverſaries to a liking of 
Chriſtianity. Of this attempt we read 
in AFr15.1. Certain men which came 
down from Judea tavght the brethren, 
and ſaid, Fxcept ye be circumciſed af- 
ter the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be 
ſaved. And again, ver. 5- There aroſe 
certain of the ſet of the Phariſees, which 
believed, ſaying, That it nas needful to 
circumciſe them, and to command them 
to keep the law of Moſer. That luch a 
thing as this was done, to avaid Per- 
ſecution from the jews, appears from 
Gal. 6. 12, 13. As many as make a fair 
ſhew in the firſh, they conſtlraim you to 
be circumciſed , onely leſt they ſhould 
C 2 ſuffer 
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foffer perſecution for the croſs of Chriſt. 
hat they did it not ſo much out of 
Conſcience, as for this politick end, 
_ by ver. 13. For neither they 
themſelves who are circumciſed keep the 
law, but deſire to have you circumciſed, 
that they may glory in your fleſh, as ha- 
ving now made them as well Proſe- 
lytes to the Jewiſh way, as before they 
were to Chriſtianity. 

That this way of compliance 1n the 
Chriſtian: with the Jews, was effectu- 
al to ſecure them from Perſecution 
from the Jews, appears likewiſe from 
Gal. 5. 11. And 1, brethren, if I yet 
preach circumciſion, then is the offence 
of the croſs ceaſed. Upon this account 
donbtleſs it was, that ſome corrupt 
Chriſtians pretended themſelves to be 
Jews, who were not, but were of the ſy- 
wagogne of Satan, as we read Rev. 2.9, 
O& 3.9. 

Now this way of joyning and com- 
mixing Judaiſm and Chriſtianity toge- 
ther, fet on foot by falle Teachers, 
under the Pretences aforeſaid , took 
dangeroully among Profeſſors of Chri- 


ſtianityz 
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flianity 3 which was the occaſion of 
thoſe large Diſcourſes touching Juſti- 
fication by Faith, without the Works 
of the Law, which we have in St. 
Panl's Epiſtles both to the Romans and 
Galatians, The plain meaning of 
which was, That the obſervation of 
the Law of Moſes in the Jewiſh way, 
was not neceſlary to Salvation in Chri- 
ſlians, as the falſe Apoſtles had taught 
it tobe; and that it was unneceſlary 
for the Gentile Believers to be brought 
over toitz and that the Religion re- 
vealed and preſcribed in the Gofpel, 
called. The Faith, and this alone, with- 
out adding Judaiſm toit, was bothne- 
celfary and ſufficient to Salvation. 
And, by the way, thoſe that from the 
Apoſtles Reaſoning hereabout, would 
oppoſe the Works of Evangelical Obe- 
dience to Faith, in the Point of Juſti- 
fication, do greatly miſtake the Apo- 
{tle in his delign and way of Reaſon- 


ing. 


$. 2. Secondly, the falſe Teachers, 
to avoid Perſecution, and the loſs of 
C3 all 
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all for the Goſpels ſake, from the Hea- 
then or unbelieving Gentiles, ſtruck in 
with them alſo in part, and taught 
the Chriſtians, that it was lawful for 
them to comply with their Idolatrous 
Neighbours, ſo far as to go with them 
to their [dol-feaſts, and to eat things 
ſacrificed to Idols, fo long as they 
did not intentionally, and in their 
minds, do it in any honour to the [dol, 
but kept their mind to God. Some 
ſuch as theſe were in the Church of 
Pergamos, Revel. 2. 14. 1 have a few 
things againſt thee , becauſe thou kaſt 
there them that hold the doGrine of Ba- 
laam, who taught Balac to caft a ſium- 
bling-block before the children of Iſrael, 
to eat things ſacrificed 10 Idols, and to 
commit fornication. Such allo were 
in the Church of Thyatira, ver. 20. I 
have a few things againſt thee, becauſe 
thou ſuffereſt that woman TJezabel, 
which calleth her ſelf a Propheteſs , to 
teach and ſeduce my ſervants to com*+ 
mit fornication, and to eat things ſa- 
erificed unto Iol;. 
That this was taught and praftiſed 
as 


as lawful, ſo long as it was not done 
intentionally to honour or worſhip 
the Idol, as the Infidels did, 1 gather 
from St. Pawl's Diſcourſe in 1 Cor. 8. 
In ver. 1. he ſaith, Now as touching 
things offered to Idols, we know that 
we all have knowledge Knowledge of 
what ? This he delivers more expreſly 
in ver. 4. We know that an Idol is no- 
thine in the world, and that there is 
none other God but one. T his it ſeems 
was that which they pleaded in juſti- 
fhcation of their Practice of going to 
the Idols Temple, and of cating of 
things ſacrificed to the Idols : They 
knew that the Idol was nothing, and 
therefore did not intend any worſhip 
toit in what they did. The Apoltle 
ſuppoſeth this to be true, and grants 
indeed, that they, and all Perſons 
generally, that owned the Chri{tian 
Faith, did know that an Idol is no- 
thing, and that there 1s no other God 
but one, and that therefore probably 
ſuch could not be ſuppos'd to eat of 
the Idol-ſacrifice with intent to wor- 
ſhip the Idol : But yet this Knowledge 

C4 was 
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was not wrjiverſal, among all without 
exception, that had begun to own 
Chriſtianity ; as he ſhews in ver. 7. ſay- 
ing, Howbeit there is not in every man 
that knowledge : for ſome with conſci- 
ence of the Idol unto this hour eat it as 
a thing offered unto an Idol, and their 
conſcience being weak is defiled. And 
ſo argues the unlawfulne(s of their 
Practice, upon the account of ſcandal 
to weak Brethren, to the end of the 
Chapter. But in the tenth Chapter, 
where he reaſſumes this Buſineſs a- 
gain, he argues plainly, That whate- 
ver their knowledge or intention was, 
yet that by that Practice they had 
communion with the Idol or Devils, 
to whom indeed the Offering was 

made. See from ver 14. to ver. 22. 
ſt was for this Seduction by falſe 
Teachers, that St. Peter and Jude do 
{2 earneſtly 1nveigh againſt them, as 
following the wiy if Balaam for reward, 
2 Pet. 2.15. Jude 11. And Balaamy 
way, we know, was to teach Balac to 
draw the 1ſraelites to Idolatry and 
Whoredom, by enticing them to eat 
with 
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with the Moabites of their Idol-ſacri- 


| fices, Numb. 25. 2. © 31. 16. Andit 


was againſt this Seduttion by falſe 
Teachers, that St. Joh» admoniſbed 
the Chriſtians, when in the cloſe of 
his firſt Epiſtle he (ſaid, Little childrew 
keep your ſelves from Idols. 

How far this device of ſinful com- 
pliance with Unbelievers, both of 
Jews and Gentiles, did ſucceed to 
draw them over to them, to become 
ſuch Chriftians as themielves, I know 
not 3 which yet doubtleſs was one 
thing they promiſed themſelves in it : 
yet it's very probable they found by 
experience, that their complying with 
the Heathen, in going to their Idol- 
feaſts, did procure them much eaſe, as 
their compliance with the Jews had 
done, either in freeing them from, or 
greatly abating that Perſecution, which 
before they were expoled unto by 
profelling the Golpel 3 which was 
another thing they promiſed them- 
ſelves in- it. And there are two things 
eſpecially which make this probable. 
The one is, in that this Device of 

COm- 


26 The Pyſterp of 


Compliance took with the Chriſtians, 
and prevailed ſo much in the ſeveral 
Churches, as by the Scriptutes alrea- 
dy quoted we ſce it did. The other 
1s, in that St. Pax! brings in the Corin- 
thiaxs applauding themſelves in their 
happy condition, fince the time their 
new Teachers came among them, to 
teach them a more caſte and ſafe way 
of profeiling the Goſpel, than Paul 
had done, in 1 Cor. 4. 8, 10. Now ye 
are full, now ye are rich, ye have reign- 
ed as kings without ws ; We are fools 
for Chriſts ſake, but ye are wiſe in 
Chriſt: we are weak, but ye are ſirong : 
ye are honourable, but we are deſpiſed : 
even unto this preſent bonr , we both 
hunger, and thirſt, are naked, and buf- 
feted, &c, They had Halcyon days 
now, as they thought, 1n compariſon 
of what they had before. And it 
appears, that this Church of Corinth 
eſpecially, was infected with this con- 
tagious Diſeaſe, in that St. Paul hath 
it (o often up, arguing againſt it, 
warning them of it ſeveral times, and 
in both his Epiſtles to them. And 
the 
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the eaſe they found by it, was in all 
likelihood, as I ſaid, the temptation 
by which it prevail” d {ſo much among 
them as it did, 


S. 5. Other things alſo they did, 1n 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion, to 
ineratiate themſelves with the Ene- 
mies of it 3 whereot worſhipping of 
Aneels I may name for one, againſt 
which the Apoſtle warned the Chrj- 
ftrans 1 in Col. 2.18, laying, Let no man 
beenile you of your reward, in 4 volun- 
tary humility and worſhipping of Am» 
eel;, intruding into thoſe things which 
he hath not ſeen , vainty ouſt up with 
his fleſbly mind. Whether this was 
done and taught in compliance with 
thole Heathen who followed the way 
of Platonick Philoſophy in this, as 
ſome think 5 and St. Pau! had faid be- 
fore, in ver. 8. Beware leſt any man 
ſpoil you throngh Philoſophy and vain 
deceit: or whether to draw near to 
the Pagens, who had their Demons, 
their Baalims,or Lords, to whom they 
addreſſed themſelves as Mediators to 

their 
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their Saperiour Deities, I ſhall not 
determine : But I think there 1s little 
queſtion to be made, but that this 
their falling back to the Rudiments 
of the World, as well as other their 
Sophiſtications, was to ſerve them- 
ſelves in their worldly deſign. 


S. 6. Furthermore , They denied 
the ReſurreFion of the Body, in com- 
pliance with the Enemies of Chriſtia- 
nity. The Pagans, and likewiſe the 
Sadduces:, which were a prevailing 
Set among the Jews, held no Reſur- 
reftion of the Body after death. And 
we find that this Heretical Opinion 
was (et on foot in the Church of Co- 
rinth, by ſome among them, 1 Cor. 
15.12. How ſay ſome among you, that 
there is no reſurreFion of the dead? 
And we have little reaſon but to 
thiok, that thoſe who did put it on 
foot there, did ſo, the more to curry 
favour with the Oppolers and Perſe- 
cutors of the Chriſtians, who profeſt 
a belief of the Doftrine of the Re- 
ſurreftion; becauſe that for the ſame 

reaſon 


—— 


ful in drawing corrupt Men to be on 
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reaſonthey did unduely comply with 
them in other things, as [ have (ſhewed. 
And becauſe this was ſo manifeſtly 
contrary to the Goſpel, which yet 
they profelt, that in denying that, they 
did in effe&t deny the Goſpel 3 there- 
fore to bring themſelves off from this 
ſelf contradiction in their Profeſlion, 
when they felt themſelves hard preſt 
with it, they fell ro quibling with this 
Doctrine of the Reſurrefion, and to 
put awyſtical Interpretations upon it, 
(as ſome in our days have done) ſay- 
ing, That the reſurrefion was paſt alrea+ 
dy, as Hymeneus and Philetzs d1d, 1n 
2 Tim. 2. 17, 13. They taught it 
ſeems, That what is ſo oft affirmed 
11 the Goſpel touching the Refurre- 
Chon, was to be underſtood of a Re- 
ſurrection then already palt. 


S. 7, Again, To increaſe their Par- 
ty, and to ſtrengthen their Intereſt, 
they broached Dodttrines of Libertt- 
niſm and Licentiouſneſs, which is a 
courſe that uſually proves too ſucceſl- 


the 
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the fide of ſuch Teachers, and for 
the fake thereof, to eſpouſe other of 
their Opinions. Such Men will run 
after ſuch Teachers, heaping to them- 
ſelves, as St. Paul ſaith, teachers after 
their own laſts, 2 Tim. 4.3. St. Peter 
ſpeaking of this courſe of theirs, in 
2 Pet. 2.13, 19. faith, When they ſpeak 
great ſwelling words of vanity, they al- 
lure through the laſts of the fleſh thoſe 
who were clewn eſcaped from thoſe who 
live in errour While they promiſe them 
liberty, they themſelves are the ſervants 
'of corruption. As in the things before- 
mentioned they corrupred the Chriſti- 
an Religion 1n point of Worſhipz loin 
this, under contideration, they cor- 
rupted it in paint of Manners. 
Fornfration was held a thing law- 
ful among the Gentiles ( As 15. 29.) 
and the falle Teachers. to make them- 
ſelves Friends of the World, taught 
the Chriſtizns to elteem it lawful too, 
Rev. 2. 20. Thou ſufſereſt the woman 
Jezabel, who calleth her ſelf 4 prophbe - 
reſr, to teach and to ſeduce my ſervants 
fo commit fornication, cc, And fo 
again 
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again, in ver. 14, 15. Thox haſt thew 
that hold the doGrine of Balaam, Oc. 
ſo haſt thon alſo them that bold the do- 
arine of the Nicolaitans, which thing k 
hate. This fort of Men hed eyes full 
of adultery, beguiling unſtable ſouls, as 
St. Peter \laith, 2 Pet 2. 14. They crep# 
into houſes, and led captive ſilly wo+* 
men, laden with ſims, and led away 
with divers luſts, 2 Tim. 3. 6. 

They taught it alſo to be lawful 
to calt off 9bedience and Subjection to 
Governours, both Maſters and Magi- 
ſtrates, under pretence of their Chri- 
ftian Liberty by the Goſpel; which 
was a Dodtrine very taking with ma» 
ny, eſpecially Jews, many of whom 
were otherwiſe of themſelves, upon 
all occaſions, forward enough to calt 
oft the Roman yoke. Upon this a@- 
count thele Seducers were faid to 
deſpiſe government, and to ſpeak evil 
of dignities. 2 Pet. 3. 10. Jude x. 
And to periſh in the gainſaying of Core, 
who, as we know, oppoled Afoſes and 
Aaron 1n their Government, Againſt 
this Sedultion St. Peter cautions the 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians, 1 Pet. 2. 16, 17. when he 
ſaith, As free, and not uſing your li- 
berty as a cloak of maliciouſneſs,, but as 
the ſervants of God. Honour all men. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Ho+ 
wour the King. And (o doth St. Paul, 
1 Tim. 6. 1. Let as many ſervants 4s 
are wnder the yoke, count their own ma- 
ſters worthy of all honour, that the Name 
of God and his Doctrine be not bla- 
ſphemed. 


S. 8. Furthermore, they grew to 
this at laſt, that if all their other Com- 
pliances wou!d not ſecure them from 
ſuffering Perſecution for owning the 
Name of Chriſt, they taught, That 
then, 1n caſe of neceſlity, and before 
a Judge, it was lawful, and matter of 
liberty, to deny Chriſt in word, pro- 
vided they did but inwardly retain a 
belict in him 10 their hearts. Of theſe 
St. Peter ſpeaks, ſaying, There ſhall be 
falſe teachers amone you, who privily 
ſhall bring in demmable bereſtes, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, 
2 Pet. 2.1. And St. Jude laith, ver. 4. 

Thi 
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That there were certain men crept in 
wnawares, turning the erace of God in- 
to liſciviouſneſt, and denying the onely 
Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And thus we ſee how the falſe Apo- 
ſtles, and their Followers, by com- 
plying with the unbelieving Jews on 
the one hand, and Gentiles ' on the 
other, corrupted the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, out of a carnal worldly deſign, 
quite contrary to the DoRrine and 
Practice of the truc Apoltles, whoſe 
Exhortation. as they ſaid, was not of 
deceit, nor of uncleanneſi, nor in enile, 
as the others was 5; but as they were al- 
lowed of God to be put in truſt with the 
Goſpel, even ſo they ſpake, not as plea» 
ſing men, as the other did, but God, 
which tried their hearts. Neither at any 
time uſed they flattering words, nor 4 
cloak of covetouſneſs, as the other did, 


1 Theſ” 2. 3, 4, 5+ 


S. 9. But poſhbly this may riſe in 
the minds of ſome, as an ObjeCtion, 
That St. Pax! himſelf did in many 
things comply both with the Jews and 

D Gentiles. 
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Gentiles. For doth not he himft It ſay . 
That unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that 1 might gain the Jews; to them 
that are under the LI aw, as under the 
Law, that I mioht cain them that are 
nnder the Law: to ther that arc without 
Law, as without Law. to e4in them that 
are without Law; and that he became 
all things to all men, 1 Cor.g. 20,21? 
And it Paul were not to wi ame in do- 
ing {o, how came the other to be lo 
faulty by rcalon of their compliances ? 
But, in anſwer to this, let it be conli- 
dered. that the difference between 
the compliance of St. Paul and that of 
the falle Apoſtles, was valtly great. 
Firſt in the end of it, The govern- 
ing end of the falſe _ tles in their 
compliance, was earthly, worldly, car- 
al. as | have lhewed : of So the end of 
St. Paul 1n his, was purely ſpiritzal, 1t 
was for the furtherance ot the Goſpel 
and mens ſalvation thereby. T his ape 
pears from that place, and thoſe very 
words from which the objection 18 
raiſed. When he became as a Jewto 


the Jews, it was to eain the Jews: and 
when 


| 
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when he became as without Law to 
them that were without Law, it was 
to eain them: And, as it follows inthe 
22. and 22. Verles, 1 am made all 
things to all men, that I mieht by all 
means ſave ſome: and thirl do, faith he, 
for the Goſpels ſake. 

Secondly, The difference was vaſt- 
ly great in the mature of their compli- 
ance as well as in the end. The talſe 
Apoltles complied with the Gentiles in 
the Rites of their worſhip and cor- 
ruption of manners, to the apparent 
breach of the Laws of God, the do- 
(trine of Chriſt. and precepts of the 
Goſpel. But St. Paul in his complhance 
with them went not at all beyond thoſe 
holy bounds. For he faith, that when 
he was as without Law to them that 
were without Law, yet he was not 
therein without Law to God, but under 
the Law toChriiF, ver. 21, It's true, 
the falſe Apoſtles or their Prolelytes, 
did report of Paul (and it's like 1t was 
from his compliance for the Goſpel 
ſake that they did fo) that be ſhould 
ſay, Let ws do evil that good may come, 
D 2 but 
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but St. Paul rejected it as a ſlanderows 
report of them whoſe damnation 1s 
juſt, Rom. 3. . They really did it 
themſelves, but would have faſtened 
it upon him, 

St. Paul's being as without Law to 
the Gentiles which were without the 
Law of Afſes, was but his enconrace- 
ing and ſtrengthning them in that opi- 
non, that there was no need that the 
believing Gentiles ſhould be circum» 
ciſed or keep the Law of Moſes, as 
ſome would have had them: And he 
blamed Peter as not walking upriebtly 
according to the truth of the Goſpel, 
when be did otherwiſe, and compelled 
the Gentiles to live as did the Jews, Gal, 
2. 14. 

And then as for Pa!'s becoming as a 
Jew to the Jews that he might gain 
the Jewsz it's true, when he ſaw that 
his indulging the uſe of the Jewiſh 
Rites only among the Jews, as things 
lawful but not neceſſary, would further 
the ſucceſs of the Goſpel in propagat- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion among 
them, he yielded tothem therein, asin 

Alt 
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Aﬀs 21. And for the ſame cauſe cir- 
cumciled Timothy : for his Mother be- 
iog a Jewels, and Paul having a mind 
to have him go forth with him in the 
work of the Goſpel, he took and cir- 
cumciled him becauſe of the Jews 
which were in thoſe quarters, who 
otherwile would probably have op- 
poſed that undertaking, or at leaſt 
would not have accepted of his ſer- 
vice. Ads 16. 2. 

But the falſe Apoſtles to pacifie and 
to gratifie the Jews who raiſed perſe- 
cution againſt Pay! and others for tak- 
ing in the believing Gentiles into an 
equality with the believing Jews, with- 
out being circumciſed, did teach that 
it was neceſſary that the believing Gen- 
tiles ſhould be circumciſed, and ob» 
lerve the Law of Moſes, and that they 
could not be ſaved without it, as [ 
ſhewed before. And in this St. Paul 
was (o far from complying with the 
Jews, as the falſe Apoſtles did, that he 
{trenuouſly oppoſed them in it, teſti- 
fying to thoſe believing Gentiles that 
were in this enſnared by the falle Apo- 

D 3 ltles, 
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ſtles, or in great danger of being ſo, 
ſaying , Behold , I Paul ſay unto you , 
that if ye be erenwcifed, Chriit ſhall 
profit you nothine, Gal. %. 3: And 
again, ver, 4. Chriſt is become of none 
effet unto you, whoſoever of you are 
juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen from 
grace. And therefore when ſome of 
theſe falſe brethren were privily and 
unawares brought in to ſpie out the liber- 
ty which was uſed in owning and re- 
ceiving the Gentiles without Circum- 
ciſion, and to try if they could bring 
them into bondage by procuring Titzs, 
who was 2 Greek, to be Circumciſled ; 
St. Paul faith, That to tht ſe they did not 
give place, no not for an hour, that the 
truth of the Goſpel might continue with 
them, Gal. 2. 2,4.5. Implying plain- 
ly that ſuch a complyance with the 
Jews in yieiding Titus a Gentile to be 
Circumciſed, conlide ring the circums 
ſtances under which the falſe Apoſtles 
urged the Circumciſion of the Gen- 
tiles, would have tended to a corrupt- 
ing of the Goſpel in the minds of the 
Chriltians, and have miniſtred an 
advan- 
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advantage to the falſe Apoſtles, 

And now I luppoſe it appears that 
the compliance in Pax! with the Jews 
and Gentiles, differed as much both 
in the nature and end of it from the 
compliance of the falſe Apoſtles, as 
Vice and Virtue differ. And that 
they did difter, the falle Apoſtles un- 
derſtood well enough, and therefore 
hated Paxl and the fincere Chriſtians 
as their oppoſites, and joined with 
their perſecutors in perſecuting of 
them; ſtill the more to mgratiate 
themlelves with them. Theſe were 
ot thoſe, as | ſuppoſe, that, St. Part 
ſaid, Preached Chriſt of envy and ſiriſe, 
of contention, and not lincerely, ſuppoling 
to add afflition to bis bonds, Phil. 1. 
15, 16. Of theſe it was, as | appre- 
hend by the ſcope of the place. that 
St. Pal faids But as then he that was 
born after the fleſh, perſecuted him that 
was born after the ſpirit, even ſo it i 
now, Gal.4. 29. Ot thele St. John 
ſpeaks, as | take it, when ke faith, 
He that ſaith he js in the lieht, and hat- 
eth his brother, is in darknrſj wnlil now, 
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1 John 2. 9. and cautions the brethren 
that they be not as Cain, as ſome falle 
Chriſtians were, who ſlew bis brother 
becauſe his own works were evil and his 
brothers righteous, I John 3. 12. 


S. 10. Having ſhewed how the 
Chriſtian Religion was corrupted by 
the falle Apoſtles on purpole to pro- 
mote their ſecular deſign, I might 
now (hew yet a little further, how 
lamentably the Apoſtolical Churches 
were 1n a hittle time over-run with it, 
and many of the Members thereof 
fowred with this Leaven, as St. Paul 
feared they would, when he ſaid in 
reference to thole corrupters, A little 
Leaven leaveneth the whole lump, and 
wiſheth that they were cut off that trou- 
bled the Church, Gal. 5. 7,8, 9. Pro- 
bably this their being neither directly 
and wholly Criſtian, nor Jew, nor 
Pagan, but a mixture of all, to keep 
fair quarter with all, was the crime of 
the Church of Laodicea, in being zei- 
ther hot nor cold, neither fiſh nor fleſh, 
2s we lay, neither Chriſtian, Jew, nor 
Pagan, 
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Pagan, but a compoſition of all toge- 
ther, and yet thought themſelves in 
a brave condition, rich and increaſed 
in goods and bad necd of nothing. Juſt 
as lome of thoſe in the Church of Co- 
rinth upon the ſame account thought 
themſelves to be, as St. Pal repreſents 
it 1n 1 Cor. 4. &. Now ye are full, now 
ye are rich, ye have reigned as Kings 
without us. They applauded them- 
ſelves 1n that they had found out, as 
they thought, a wiler way of being 
Chriſtians, than the Apoſtles and 
others had done: for they, as they 
thought, could hold the faith of the 
Goſpel, and their worldly enjoyments 
too, Whereas others which they 
thought more imprudent in profeſling 
the Goſpel, expoſed themſelves to 
the ſpoiling of their Goods, and the 
loſs of all things. To ſuch as thele it 
was, I conceive, that St. Pax! ſanh 
thus, in 1 Cor. 2. 18. Let no man de- 
ceive himſelf: if any man among you 
ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world, (mark 
that, wiſe in this world ) let himr become 
a fool that be may be wiſe, That is, let 
him 
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him become ſuch a Chriſtian as thoſe 
who by a faithful and clolc adherence 
to the dnitrine and Preceprs nt the 
Goipc!, expoſed themſelves to rhe 
lols of al! in thr 1 11d. qa were 
counted fo9's for fo doing. by the 
falle Apoities 3nd therr adherents; 


that he may "= wile to purpoſe, wiſe 
for the world to5 come. So here, in 
Revel. 3. 19. Chriit 1n oppoſition to 


this carnal concen of the Laodiceans 
of their being rich. countels them to 
buy of him Gold tryed in the fire that 
they micht be rich in deed, and not in 
conceit only. TI har 1s, asI conceive, 
that they would not ſhrink at the fiery 
fryal as St. Peter calls it, which his 
faithful followers patiently endured 
for his ſake, and which being endur- 
ed would make them ſpiritually rich 
indeed, rich in the experimental know- 
ledpe and proof of their own fincert- 
ty and hdelity to Chriſt ; and there- 
upon rich in their allurance of their 
title to the reward promiſed to thoſe 
that overcome: and conle quently ri h 
allo in that conloulation, peace, and 
Joy, 
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joy, which fuch a knowledge and ex- 
perience would furniſh them withal , 
far beyond all mens worldly enjoy- 
ments could afford them when pre- 
ſerved with their taultring and double 
dealing with Chrilt in their profeſlion 
ot his R eligion. For as the ſufferings 
of Chriſt abounded 1 his faithtul tol- 
lowers, ſo their conſolation alſo abound- 
ed by him. as thole who experienced 
it d1d teſtifie, 2 Cor. 1. 5. Who there- 
fore eloried in tribulations of that kind, 
Rom. 5.3. And therefore well might 
St. Peter lay, that this trial of faith, 
this proof of the goodneſs of faith, 
this ſpiritual gold, by enduring the 
hre, is much more precious than that of 
Gold that periſheth, though it be tried 
with fire, 1 Pet. 1.7. And proportio- 
nably they are much more rich that 
have abundance of that, than they 
that have abundance of this. 

All this ſerves to demon(trate the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of that counſel of 
Chriſt to the Laodiceans, to buy of him 
Gold tried in the fire that my might 
be rich, and not to decline doing lo, 
that 
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that they might retain their worldly 
riches. And ſo doth that of buying of 
him white raiment to cover the ſhame of 
their nakedneſi. By which I under- 
ſtand, ſuch an outward converſation in 
divine worſhip & manners, as is called 
by Sr. James, a being unſþotted of the 
world, and as 1s oppoled to ſuch an one 
as is deſcribed by garments ſpotted by the 
feſh,in S. Jade,ol which ſome profelling 
Chriſtiamty, were guilty by their com- 
pliances with the Heathen 1n their evil 
cuſtoms, tocurry their tavors as well as 
to gratifie their ownluſts, Theother 
part of our Lords counſel trothem was, 
to anoint their eyes with ege-ſalve that 
they micht ſee, that is, make a right 
judgment of the nature of Chriſtianity, 
and /ce things a far of in the other 
world, to govern themſelves by their 
concernment in thoſe things, and not 
ſtill remain like thoſe who are blind 
and cannot ſee a far off, as St. Peter de- 
ſcribes them, 2 Pet. 1. 9. but govern 
themſelves only by the ſenſe they 
have of preſent things, nigh uatothem 
and juſt before them, as bruit beaſts 
do, 


Iniquity Unfolded, 45 
do, to which they are compared in 
that reſpect, when it's ſaid; In what 
they know naturally as bruit beaſts, in 
thoſe things they corrupt themſelves , 
Jude verl. 10. And by underſtands 
ing the meaning of this counſel of 
Chriſt to them, we may underſtand 
the nature' of their diſeaſe to which 
this counſel was applied by way of re- 
medy. Their great diſtemper Jay in 
two thingsz Firſt, in their carnal com- 
pliance for tear of ſuffering: by reaſon 
of which compliance they were neither 
hot nor cold, neither thorow Chriſti- 
ans, nor thorow Pagans, nor Jews, as [ 
ſaid, but like Fphraim of old, 2 Cake 
half baked, or a ſpeckled Bird of feve- 
ral colours, to which 7/rael was com- 
pared in their declined condition. 
Secondly, in applanding themiclves in 
that they had by this means found out 
a way of being good Chriltians,as they 
thought, without expoſing themſelves 
to ſuffering for it, and as if they had 
been in a happier condition than others 
that had not done ſo: Whenas by 
that means, and for that very reaſon, 


they 
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they were miſcrable and poor, and blind, 
and naked, and loathſom to Chriſt, 
and ready to be ſpewed out of bis month; 
far from ſuch a happy condition as they 
fancicd themſelves to be in. 

This allo, probably, was the condi- 
tion of the Church of $4rdir, Rev. 2.1. 
Except the few names in it that had not 
defiled their Garments with thoſe pol- 
lutions into which the falſe Teachers 
had enticed others. For though they 
had « nime to live, from that profeſl- 
on of the Goſpel which they made, 
yet were in a manner dcad, by dege- 


nerating and going back again 1n part ” 


into Gentih{m or Judaiſm, trom which 
they had been delivered. 

The bf of firſt love in the Church 
ot Epheſus allo. as it's very likely, be- 
fell them by the deceiving of the falſe 
Teachers we ſpeak of, that drove a 
worldly deſign in profeſling the Go- 
ſpel, fo as that it might not be too 
coltly to them. This St. Paxt had fore- 
told . when he ſaid to the Elders of 
that Church, in At. 20. 29,30. 1 know 
this, that after my departure fball grie- 
VOWS 
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vous Iotres enter in among you, not 
ſparing _ flock: alſo of your own ſelves 
ſhall men ariſe, ſpe akino perver ſc things, 
to draw away Diſciples after them. And 
he admomthed them 11 his Epiſtle to 
them Chap &. 14. That they would be 
10 more childrin tolſid to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of do- 
Arine, by the ſlight of men and cunning 
craftiveſt , whereby they lay in wait to 
deceive. And again, Chap.s5. 6. Lef 
no man deceive you with vain words, Cc. 
Meaning doubtleſs 1n all this, to arm 
them againſt, and take them off from 
the infinuations & temptations of falſe 
Teachers, to draw them into fintul 
complyances to eſcape perſecution. 
Another hint of this nature we have 
in the cloſe of his Epiſtle to them, 
Chap. 6. 24. where he ſaith, Grace be 
with all them that love our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt 1m ſmneerity, or with ——— 
on, as It 1s in the Margin: that is, 
without »ixing his Religion with any 
thing foraign to it, or inconhſtent 
with it, for worldly ends as ſome had 
done. 
Our 
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Our Saviour in Revel. 2. 3. com- 
mends them for that at firſt they had 
born and bad patience to ſuffer , and 
for his names ſake had laboured and ha4 
not fainted. But then in the 5th. ver. 
he calls upon them to remember from 
whence they were ſullen, and to repent 
and do their firſt works, They were 
now fallen from that love and zeal for 
Chriſt, which at firſt they manifeſted 
to himin ſuffering for him, called here 
their firi? love, which now they had 
loft : and had now found out an eater 
way, but withall an impurer way 
of owning Chrilt and profeſſing his 
Goſpel. Which change he admonilh- 
eth them to repent of, and to return 
to their firſt love and zeal in keeping 
cloſe to the truth and purity of the 
Chriſtian Religion, whatever the 
Iſſne of it might be as to this worlds 
concerns: for theſe were their firſt 
works, as appears by what was ſaid 
before of them in the 23d. verl. And 
thoſe Chriſtians that kept to this 
whatever it coſt them, were ſuch as 
were (aid to be Virgins, Virgin Chri- 
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ſtians that had not violated their cha- 
ſtity to Chriſt, but followed the Lemb 
only whitherſoever he went, though he 
led them through fire and water, Kev. 
I4- 3. 

[ the rather think that corrupt com- 
phances through fear of ſuffering, 
were the faults of thoſe Five of theſe 
Seven Churches which came under 
reproof; becauſe that, for which the 
other Two of Smyrna and Phil edelphi4 
are commended and not cenlured at 
all, was their courage tor, and con- 
ſtancy in the truth of the Goſpel, in 
the mid(t of danger, impoveriſhing and 
trouble, becauſe of it. Rev. 2. 9, 10. 
I know thy works, and tribulation, and 
poverty, but thou art rich. Fear none 
of thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer. 
Rev.3.8.10. Thou haſt alittle ſtrength, 
and haſt kept my word and haſt not de- 
nied my name. Becauſe thou haſt kept 
the word of my patience, I alſo will krep 
thee from the hour of temptation that 
ſhall come upon all the worl4 to ry 
them. Belides, tie promiſe in the 
cloſe of every one of the Seven Epit- 
0 (tles, 
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ſtles, made to him that overcometh, 
together with the other ſubject mat- 
ters of them, argues that the being 
overcome and prevailed with to do 
unworthily through fear of ſuffering , 
was the fin of ſome, and the temptati- 
on dangerous to all of them, 


S. 11. 2, Having ſhewed you how 
the falſe Apoſtles carried on their de- 
figa of ſecuring their worldly con- 
cerns in their profeſſion of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, by corrupting it: [ 
ſhall now come to ſhew how they did 
it under a2 ſhow and pretence of Religi- 
on: which was the laſt thing I propoſ- 
ed to infiſlt on concerning them and 
their ill deſign. This courſe taken by 
them of ſetting off what they did 
herein with a ſhew and pretence of 
being very Religious in it, was no- 
thing but what our Saviour had fore- 
told would come to paſs, premoniſh- 
ing his Diſciples to take heed of being 
deceived hereby, when he ſaid, Be- 
ware of falſe Prophets which come to you 
in ſheeps clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening 
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revening Wolver, Mat. 7. 15- They 
could not carry on their deſign alone 
without making a party among them 
that profeſſed the Goſpel, nor that, 
but under a Religious pretence. And a 
party they did make to join with them 
in it, by ſuch means as I ſhall now 
briefly inſtance in. 

1- They did it by obtaining the re» 
putetion among many, of being the 
Miniſters of Chrii#, yea, perhaps of 
being the Apoſtles of Chrift, which in- 

ſome of them pretended them- 
ſelves to be. Which was of great ad- 
vantage to them3 it being no bard 
matter for them to corrupt thoſe with 
whom they obtained ſuch a reputati- 
on, and to draw them in to fide with 
them 1a their deſign. For when once 
the people came to eſteem them, the 
Miniſters and Meſſengers of Chrilt, as 
well as Pewl and other Apoſtles; the 
falſe Apoſtles then came to have a great 
advantage thereby of drawing them 
off from thoſe that were the Miniſters 
of Chriſt indeed, and of bringing 
them under their own conduct; be- 
E 2 cauſe 
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cauſe their doctrine tended to ſecure 
them from that perſecution and loſs of 
worldly enjoyments, which the do- 
frrine of the true Apoſtles, when fol- 
lowed, expoſed them to, Andif the 
people could be brought to give as 
much credit to the dodrine of the 
falſe Apoſtles as to that of the true, 
as they mult if they believed them to 
be true Apoſtles, though they were 
not: then they could be in no doubt 
which to follow, for they would then 
certainly follow them, who, as they 
believed, taught them how to keep 
this world, and yet obtain that which 
1s to come too, rather than them who 
taught them to run almoſt a certain 
hazard of this, that they might obtain 
the next. And it was becauſe of this 
advantage,that they had the perſons of 
the falle Apoſtles in admiration, Jude 
16. Now that they pretended them- 
ſelves to be the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and not only fo, but that they were 
elteemed (o to be by a party, appears 
by that of St. Paul, where he faith in 
his own vindication thus: Are they 
Miniſters 
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Mimiſters of Chriſt 2 I am more, 2 Cor. 
11. 23. They preached Chriſt in- 
deed, as St. Pant faith; but it was of 
envy, "_ and contention, not ſincere- 
ly, ſuppoſing to add afftition to my bonds, 
Phil. 1.15, x6. They envied him the 
honour and reſpect he had among the 
Chriſtians, by preaching Chriſt and 
Salvation by him to them; and fo 
they preached Chriſt and Salvation by 
him too; but yet in a way of oppoſt- 
tion to Paxl, by preaching Chriſt i- 
ſencerely, mixing other things with his 
doctrine, that were more gratifying 
to the fleſh, and thereby drawing off 
the reſpect of the Chriſtians from Pax! 
to themſelves, which if effeted, muſt 
needs add affliftion to his bonds. They 
zealonſly afjeF® you, but not well, faith 
St. Paul, yea they would exclude ns that 
you might affed them, Gal. 4. 17. 

And that they might not be thought 
inferiour to the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
who were extraordinarily ſent, and of 
a higher ſtanding than any other in the 
Evangelical Miniſtry ; they alſo, ſome 
of them, pretended themſelves to be 

E 3 the 
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the Apoſiles of Chrift, that they might 
put the more glorious colour upon 
their defign and arts of deceiving, 
Such are falſe Apoſiles, deceitful me 
ers, ſaith St. Pax!, transforming them- 
ſelves into the Apoſiles of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
11.13. Nay, it ſhould ſeem ſome of 
them did not only pretend to an equa- 
lity with Paxl, but alſo to a more un- 
queſtionable Apoſtolick authority than 
was in him. For they called St. Pax/'s 
Apoſtleſbip into queſtion, and ſought 
to undermine the reputation of his 
Apoſtolical authority. Upon this ac- 
count, and for this cauſe it was that 
Paxl was conſtrained to vindicate his 
Apoſtleſhip to the Corinthians, as he 
did in 1 Fp. Chap. g. Ver. 1, 2. Am 1 
wot an Apoſile * am 1 not free? have 
wot 1 ſeen the Lord? are not you my 
work in the Lord? if I be not an Apo- 
file to others, yet doubtleſs I am to you, 
for the Seal of my Apoſileſhip are ye in 
the Lord. See farther for this, 2 Cor. 
Io. 8. & 11.5, & 12. 11,12. & 13.3. 
6. They infinuated that Paul had not 
ſeen Chriſt, as thoſe that were truly his 
Apoltles 
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_ had, and that he had receiv- 
ed the Goſpel which he preached, but 
from men and not immediately from 
Chriſt, and that therefore he might 
be miſtaken. In oppoſition to which, 
it was that St. Pax laid; 7 certifie you 
brethren, that the Goſpel which was 
preached of me, is not after man : ſor T 
neither received it of men, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of Je- 
ſs Chriſt, Gal. 1. 11, 12. 

But though too many were ſo weak 
as to be deceived with theſe mens 
great ſwelling words, yet there were 
others that were too wile to be 1mpal- 
ed upon by their pretenſions to Apo- 
ſtleſhip. And ſuch were thoſe of the 
Church of F5heſ#s tor a while at leaſt, 
till they fell from their firſt love. 
Thou haſt tried them which ſay they are 
Apoſtles, and are not, and haſt found 
them liars, ſaith Chriſt to the Angel of 
that Church, Rev. 2. 2. As for ſuch 
as were deceived and did take them to 
be what they pretended themſelves to 
be, Apoſtles; and upon that account 
could give as much credit to what 

' E 4 they 
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they ſaid, as to what Pax (aid: it was 
no marvel if they thought themſelves 
in a better condition by their coming 
among them, than they had been in by 
following Paxl; in as much as they 
taught them -n caſter and cheaper way 
of being Chriſtians, than he had done, 
as | have often ſaid. And that they 
did think themſelves in a happier con- 
dition, appears by that repreſentati- 
on of their thoughts which St. Paxl 
made when he ſaid, now ye are rich, 
now ye are ſull, ye have reiened as Kings 
without #7, 1 Cor. 4. 10. 


S. 12. 2. Andtogain yet the more 
credit among the Chriſtians, whom 
they laboured thereby to leduce, they 
pretended to promote the ends of the 
Golpel, holineſs and righteouſneſs, 1n 
what they did and taught. For the 
Goſpel is ſo expreſs for theſe, that the 
profeſlors of it could hardly be cheat- 
ed and corrupted in there profeſſion 
of it, but under a pretence of promot- 
ing theſe. And therefore there 15 no 
queſtion but that theſe falſe Apoſtles 
talked 


talked as high for holine(s and righte- 
ouſneſs, and made as great a none a- 
bout it in ſound of words and name of 
the thing in general terms (as ſeducers 
uſe to do) as the true Apecltles them- 
ſelves. And therefore St. Pay! faith 
that they transformed themſelves as the 
miniſters of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. 11. 15+ 
They were for a form of godlineſs 1n 
profeſſion, though they denied it in 
the power and practice of it, 2 Tim. 3. 
5. They were wells and clouds without 
water,as Peter and Jude delcribe them * 
they in profeſſion promiſed the fur- 
therance of Religion and vertue, as 
wells promiſe water and clouds rain : 
but they were but as empty and de- 
ceittull wells and clouds in this. 

Nay they did not only pretend to 
holine(s and riphteonſnels as well as 
the rrue Apoltles, but they pretended 
to more ſiridneſs 10 lome things than 
the Apoltles themicl ves. They pretend- 
ed to go farther in mortification and 
ſelf-demial, than the Apoſtles did.in im- 
poſing upon themlelves and others ab- 
[tinence from ſome mcats, and from 
Mar- 
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Marriage: forbidding them to marry 
and commanding them to abſtain from 
ſome meats, was part of the dottrine of 
theſe ſeducing Spirits. 1 7iav. 4. 18. 
Touch not , taſi not, handle not, (aid 
they : which things, ſaith St. Paul, have 
indeed a ſhew of wiſdom in will worſhip 
and humility, and negleFing of the body, 
not in any honour to the ſatisfying of the 
fleſh, Col. 2. 21.23. They pretended 
that St. Paxl and ſuch as he, walked but 
according to the fleſh, in compariſon 
of themſelves who lived a more abſte- 
mious and mortified Life, as they 
would have others to think. 

1 think to be bold, faith St. Paul, 4- 
gainſt ſome, who think of #s as if we 
walked according to the fleſh, 2 Cor. 
10. 2. Let no man judge you, laith he, 
in meat or in drink, or in reſþe& of 
an Holy day, or of the New Moon, or of 
the Sabbath dayer, Col. 2.16. They 
were for judging the Chriſtians that 
followed St. Paxl, as not ſo tender and 
conſcientious about theſe things, as 
they themſelvespretended to be. For 


that we (ec hath been and indeed (till 
1s 
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is the manner of Seducers, to pretend 
to great ſtriftneſs in ſome little things 
which are not neceſſary in themſelves; 
thereby to gain a great reputation a- 
mong people of weak minds, for ho- 
lineſs, mortification and (triftneſs of 
living, when in the mean time they are 
deeply culpable in other things of mo- 
ment, in the eyes of thoſe of more dif- 
cerning Spirits. Like the Phariſces 
who were for tithing Mint, Aniſe and 
Cummin, and for divers waſhings, 
when they omitted and paſſed over 
the weightier matters of the Laws, 
Judgment, Mercy, and the Love of God ; 

ea and made void the Commandments 
of God, that they might eſtabliſh their 
own traditions. 

By reaſon of theſe and other like 
pretenſions, they came at laſt to Se- 
paration it ſelf, and withdrew them- 
ſelves from Communion with the Or- 
thodox Chriſtians, as if they had not 
been Spiritual enough for their Com- 
munion. They went out from ws, (aith 
St. John, x Joh. 2. 19. Theſe are they 
who ſeparate themſelver, ſenſual, not 
baving 
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having the ſpirit, ſaith St. Jude, ver.19. 
And yet in this ſtate of Separation, 
they were ſo far from becoming a 
more pure and Spiritual Community,as 
that they were indeed the Synagogue 
of Satan, as they are ſtiled, Rev. 2.9. 
as being moſt 1mpure, both in prin- 
ciple and practice; and were really 
Spots in the Chriſtian Feaſts of Chart- 
ty, before they ſeparated, Jude 12. 
And therefore it ſeems ſomewhat 
ſtrange that they ſhould fancy them- 
ſelves to be more Spiritual than the 
Orthodox Chriſtians. But it ſeems 
they eſteemed themſelves more knows- 
ing than others in Evangelical Myſte- 
ries, and valued themſelves by that 
knowledge, and (o came to arrogate 
to themſelves the Title of Gnoſticks, 
or the Krowing men. For they to re- 
concile that which was indeed their 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion with 
that Religion it ſelf, would needs un- 
derſtand the Chriſtian Dodtrine in a 
more myſtical ſenſe than the Apoſtles 
& Orthodox Chriſtians did. By which, 
and by wreſting the Scriptures of the 

Old 
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Old Teſtament to an undue ſence, 
they perverted the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
making 1t another thing, another Go- 
ſpelt ( as St. Pax phraſeth it) than it 
was 1n it ſelf, Gal. 1.6. And by rea- 
ſon of thele Myſtical Speculations 
(which they eſteemed for Divine lllu- 
minations) they conceited themſelves 
to have fellowſhip with God, even 
then, when 1n point of practice they 
walked in ways of darkneſs; as we 
may perceive by what S.Jobr ſuggelſt- 
eth concerning them, when he faith, 
If we ſay we have fellowſhip with him, 
God, and walk in darkneſ; (as they 
did) we lie and do not the truth, 1 Joh. 
1.6. Which plainly intimates, that 
they grounded this perſwaſion of 
their having fellowſhip with God, up- 
on ſomewhat abſtracted trom a good 
and holy life, ( which is the proper 
end and uſe of Divine Knowledge, 
without which it will do them that 
have it no more good than it doth 
the Devils when they have it,) and 
what could that be but an Opinion 
that their bare knowledge and belict 

of 
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of things, inveſted them with that 
priviledge? As too many in hke man- 
ner now a days hope to enjoy partner- 
ſhip or fellowſhip in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, meerly upon account of 
their belief or Orthodox opinion , 
though of impure. lives. And truly 
well might St. Pawl (ay in reference to 
theſe Gnoſticks, and in this very re- 
ſpet; if any man think that be know- 
eth any thing (and values himſelf by 
that knowledge) he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know, 1 Cor. 8. 2. 
Theſe myſtical and unintelligible ſpe- 
culations, they called Science, though 
falſly, as St. Pawl ſaith: and theſe they 
oppoſed to the plain and intelligible 
dodrine of the Apoſtles, (as the Quak- 
ers in like manner do theirs) in do- 
ing of which, they erred from the 
faith, as we are told, in 1 Tis. 6. 20, 
21. ---avoiding profane and vain beb- 
ling, and oppoſitions of Science, ſalſly 
ſo called: which ſome proſeſſing, have 

erred concerning the Faith. 
Now when they had obtained a re- 
putation among {imple people, of be- 
ing 
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ing the Miniſters of Chriſt, the A- 

{tles of Chriſt, and of being for ho- 
ineſs and righteouſneſs, and more 
ſtrik and abſtmeious in ſome things 
than the true Apoſtles were, and more 
ſublime and ſpiritual : how eafie a mat- 
ter was it then for them to mould the 
poor ſimple and deluded people into 
what form they pleaſed, eſpecially-in 
things that tended to their eaſe in the 
fleſh? 

And no doubt but as they pretend- 
ed to Apoſtolical Authority and to 
greater (triftnefs of life in ſome — 
than they would acknowledge in the 
holy Apoſtles themſelves; So they 
would pretend likewiſe that ſuch com- 
plyances with the Jewes on the one 
hand and with the gentiles on the other 
as they adviſed to and practiſed, did 
tend to the propagating of the Chriſtian 
Religion 3 and that by ſuch comply- 
ances they might gain upon their neig 
bours and friends to come more caſt 
ly over to them in the acknowledg- 
ment of Chriſt and profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion. And therefore, 
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as it ſeems, they taxed St, Paul with 
impradence in preaching the Goſpel, 
and managing his Miniſtry in ſo blunt 
a manner as they thought he did, to 
the exaſperating of all ſorts againſt 
him. For St. Paw] repreſented the 
thoughts that ſuch had of him, as had 
been corrupted by the falſe Apoltles, 
when he ſaid; We are fools for Chriſts 
ſake, but ye are wiſe in Chriſt, i.e. 1n 
profeliing Chriſt or the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. 4. 8. They thought it 
ſeems that he had not been fo prudent 
in managing the Chriſtian cauſe, as 
their new T eachers had taught them to 
be. For lince they had met with thoſe 
wiſer methods, as they were taught 
to elteem them to be, they had reign- 
ed as Kings, free from thoſe di- 
ſturbances, oppolitions and ſufferings, 
which Paul; way of profeſling the Gol- 
pel had expoſed them to. And thus 
by good words and fair ſpeeches, they 
deceived the hearts of the ſimple, and 
cauſed diviſions and offences contrary to 
the doffrine they had oncelearned, Rom. 
16.17, 18. 

S. 13. 
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$.13. 3. When they had gained 
the reputation aforelaid among the 
fimple and carnal minded Proteſlors 
of the Goſpel, they could by virtue 
thereof ealily inchne them without 
any great ſcruple,to do any thing they 
would have them, to procure fair 
quarter from the Unbelievers among 
whom they lived. And therefore to 
give themlelves and their ſeduced ad- 
herents the greater liberty and eaſe 
in their minds to do ſuch things as they 
did in proſecution of their worldly 
'defign,withour any great (cruple, they 
broached among them the doGrine of 
licentionſneſ; under the notion of Chri- 
ſtian liberty. They turned the grace of God 
into laſciviouſneſs, as S. Jude (peaks, ver. 
4- Ot theſe and the courle they took 
io this kind, St. Peter likewiſe ſpeaks 
thus, in 2 Pet. 2. 19. While they pro- 
miſe them liberty,they themſelves are the 
ſervants of corruption. 

By theſe and other Scriptures it 
ſhould ſeem, they ſpread fome (ſuch 
Dodttrine as this: That the Grace of 
God in Chriſt was fo large, that if 
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men did but believe in Chriſt, they 
were 1n no danger of damnation, 
though they uſcd a greater liberty 
than ſuch as Part would allow of. 
They thought it ſeems, that faith 
without works would have (ſaved them: 
a conceit which St. James oppoſed 
them in, ſaying, What doth it profit 
my brethren, though 2 man ſay he hath 
faith and hath not works £ can faith 
ſave tim? Jam. 2. 14+ And St, Paxl 
gives this charztter of thoſe falſe 
Teachers who did refiſt the Truth 
preached by the Apoſtles, juſt as Jan- 
nes and Jambres withltood Moſes, viz. 
that they were mn of corrupt minds, 
reprobate, concerning the Faith, 2 Tim. 
3.8, They held aod taught corrupt 
notions concerning the doctrine of be- 
Ig laved by Faith in Chriſt. 

And when once they perſwaded the 
people to believe ſuch a dottrime as 
tended to Liberty and Licentiouſneſs, 
and vet undertook to fecure them of 
Salvation all the while, upon account 
of a nctional Faith in Chriſt; what 
would they (tick at, and what would 
they 


they not do, under the notion of fur- 
thering and promoting the Chriſtian, 
the Catholick Canſe, either to ſecure 
or procure their worldly enjoyments, 
and to gratihe their various luſts? 
Many when they perceived that by 
the doftrine of Faith in Chriſt, men 
were freed trom the Law of Moſes, in 
many of thoſe things which before 
Faith came, the Jews were bound to 
obſerve, they were willing to under- 
ſtand, that this doctrine of the Faith 
of the Goſpel gave them a greater 
Latitude in other things alſo than in- 
deed it did. And this opinion as we 
may well ſuppoſe, occaſioned ſuch 
cautions as theſe: Brethrew , ye have 
been called unto liberty, only uſe not bi- 
berty as an occaſion to the fleſh, Gal.5. 
I 3+ A! free, and not « lang your liberty 
as 4 cloak of maliciouſneſ7, 1 Pet. 2.16. 
Nay, ſome it ſeems went ſo far as to 
think they might do things in their 
own nature evil, ſo long as they did 
them for good ends3 to ſin that grace 
might abound: and would have far 


thered this opinion on the Apoltles 
F 2 alſo, 
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allo, Rom. 3. &, As we be ſlanderouſly 
reported, faith St. Paul, and as ſome af- 
firm that we ſay, let us do evil that good 
may come. 

From ſuch Libertine doctrines as 
theſe falle Apoſtles broached under 
the notion of Franeelical priviledges 3 
and tc procure the more Converts to 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, ſprang, as it 
1s very probable, thoſe curſed practi- 
ces which turned to the reproach of 
Chriſtianity, antd to the hindrance of 
its progreſs, of which we readin 2 Fp. 
of St. Peter, and in the Fp. of Jude and 
other places. 

It's true they were not probably ſo 
bad at firſt as they were at laſt, but 
were led from one error to another, 
till they arrived at laſt to monſtrous 
heights of wickedneſs: as we have al- 
ſo (cen lome 1n our days have done, 
who began but 1n Antinomianiſm at 
firſts Foil men and ſcducers , (aith St. 
Paul. ( (peaking ot thole talle IT each» 
ers, ) ſhall wax worſe and w ſe, dee 
ceiving and being deceived, 2 Tim. 3. 
13. 2Thel. 2. 10, 11. 

S. I4. 
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S. 14. Shall I now need after all 
that I have faid touching the deſign 
the falſe Apoſtles drove and the man- 
ner how, to ſay any thing farther to 
unfold the working of the Myſtery of 
Iniquity in the Apoſtles daies 2 Seeing 
all upon the matter, which I have hi- 
therto ſaid, tends, as[ apprehend it, to 
ſhew what we are to underſtand by 
thoſe words of St. Paul in the 2 Theſ: 
2.7. For the Myſtery of Iniquity doth 
already work. However take this far- 
ther account briefly; In a Myſtery 
there 1s one thing hid under another : 
So that the inward and more ſecret 
part, 1s hardly diſcernable but to con- 
[1dering men. So it was here 1n the 
buſineſs before us: The worldly de- 
ſign of the falſe Apoſtles and their 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion to 
- accompliſh it, were obſcured and hid 
under a ſhow and profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity and Religious pretences, as that 
the Goſpel did a/low of what they did, 
and ſtood in need of ſome things they 
did, to promote it, 

F 3 Before 
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Before the Goſpel came,the Iniquity 
of the Geatiles, abominable Idolatries 
and groſs 1mpurities both in worſhip 
and manners, was openly profelt and 
practiſed. But when the Goſpel by com- 
1og among them had prevailed againſt 
thele things, and had turned them 
from dumb Idols to ſerve the living God: 
Then $atarn who, as St. Pax! laith, can 
transform himfelf into an Angel of Light, 
<1d by his miniſters labour to corrupt 
and extangle again, thoſe who were once 
clean eſcaped from them who lived in 
errow , the errour of Gentiliſm; 
but not fo as to profeſs Gentiliſm a- 
pain, but under a ſhow of Chriſtianity 
to return to It in, part. The Devil 
was too ſubtile to appear fo openly 
as to tempt them to return to down- 
rizhe Gentiliſm again in the grolle(t 
kind. For the Goſpel had come a- 
mong them with ſuch demonſtration 
and power, by the (1gns and won- 
ders, and mighty deeds which did ac- 
company 1t, and by that means had fo 
triumphte over the Religion of the 
Gentiles, that the Devil could have lit- 

tle 
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tle hope of prevailing with them to 
return to downright Gentiliſm again, 
who had been but lately ſo convinced 
of the truth and excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as to be brought 
to renounce Gentiliſm and to profeſs 
Chriſtianity. But he thought it beſt 
as thecaſe ſtood, to go another way to 
work with them, and rv put them upon 
corrupting the Chriſtian profeſiion by 
degrees, by mixing ſomething ot 
Geatiliſm with it under the notion oft 
being conliſtent with it 3 yea as tend- 
ing to promote it, by reconciling the 
hcathen to. it by mecting them halt 
way. And that wherewith the De- 
vil, in temptations of this kind, bait- 
ed his hook, was by inlinuating that 
by this means they might keep fair 
quarter with their Infidel neighbours, 
render themſelves 1n ſome fort friends 
to the world, ſtave off perſecution, 
and retain their worldly poſſeflions, 
together with their Chriltamty. 
This I apprehend to be the Myſtery 
of Iniquity of which the Apoſtle 
{peaks as then already working, 

F 4 But 
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But when the Apoſtle ſaith, the 
Myſtery of Iniquity doth already 
work, reterring to the time then pre- 
ſent, he implies that the ſpreading 
and more eminent prevailing of it, 
was to be expected afterwards 1n time 
then to come: and to this agrees the 
ſcope of the place as well as the form 
of words and manner of ſpeaking 
there uſed. For when he ſaith, only 
he who now letteth, will let. untill be be 
taken out of the way; it's evident that 
the more general (preading and pre- 
vailing of this Myſtery, was for the 
preſent hndred,by that which in time 
would be removed, and that then it 
ſhould get up to its height. 1 will 
not undertake poſitively to determine 
who or what 1s meant by the be which 
the Apoſtle faith wow letreth. But 
this I ſay, that if the falſe Apoſtles 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion for 
worldly advantage, under pretence 
ot that Religion, was not a Myſtery 
of Iniquity, and ſuch a Myſtery of 
[Inquity as was then working, then [ 
contels I cannot imagine what was. 


But 
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But if it were, then that which then 
hindred all ſuch as profeſt the Chri- 
ſtian Religion (as the corrupt Chriſti- 
ans did) from riſing to any confider- 
able greatneſs in the world, muſt in 
all probability be it which did then 
lett or hinder that myſterious deſign 
managed under pretence of that profeſ- 
fion from coming to that growth which 
afterwards it came to, when that im- 
pediment was removed out of the 
way. And what did or could fo 
much hinder ſuch as profeſt Chriſtiani- 
ty, from riſing to worldly greatneſs, 
as the then Roman power as Heathen? 
which was fo far from preferring men 
for the Chriſtian profefiion ſake, that 
it did depreſs and keep them under 
upon that very account. And it that 
were it which did lett (and you fee 
what reaſon there is to think it was) 
Then the firſt Biſhop of Rome as Po- 
piſh, and thoſe that ſucceeded him, 
(who when the R oman power as hea- 
then was removed, and now become 
Chriſtian, did by advantage of that 
and by corrupt arts under religious 


pres 
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pretences, riſe to that greatneſs in 
the world as to caule the world to 
wonder after them, ) do fairly ſeem 
to be prophetically pointed at by the 
Apoſtle, as thoſe which ſhould car- 
ry on the Myſtery of Iniquity to a 
greater height and prevalence, when 
that which hindred was taken out of 
the way, than it could reach to in the 
Apoltles dayes. 

But I need not lay the ſtreſs of prov- 
ing the Authors of Popery to be the 
Adors of the ſecond part of the Mylte- 
ry of [niquity, upon this contexture 
of Scripture I have been beating up- 
on: for the thing, I ſuppoſe, will ap- 
pear evident enough of it (el, it there 
had been no fuch thing written as 
what we have in 2 Theſ. 2. For it 
they out of a worldly delign have 
corrupted the Chriſtian Religion un- 
der pretence of Religion as the falſe 
Apoſtles did, Then they mult needs 
be found workers of Iniquity in a 
Myſtery as well as they, And whe- 
ther they have or no, comes next to 
be enquired tato: which brings me 

to 
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to the Second part vi what I was to 
diſcourſe, and that is to juſtifie my 
comparing the Authors of Popery with 
the talſe Apoſtles, in managing a carnal 
and worldly deſign in corropting the 
Chriſtian Religion under pretence of 
practiſing and promoting it. 


S. 15. To prepare my way to this, 
I ſhall premiſe tor our better under- 
ſtanding; that though the dehgn and 
practice of the falſe Apoltles and the 
Authors of Popery, agree in the ge- 
neral nature of them; yet they differ 
in ſome circumſtances. But then that 
wherein they do ditter, does not tend 
to extenuate, but to aggravate the 
iniquity of the delign of the Authors 
of Popery, and to render it more cri- 
minal than the ſame deſign was, whiles, 
and as it was managed by the falſe 
Apoltles. The falſe Apoſtles acting 
their part in times of open oppolitt- 
on againſt Chriſtianity, and of perle- 
cution for ſo much as but confeſling 
the name of Chriſt, were under a fore 


temptation of doing what they did at 
the 
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the firſt, only to ſave their lives, and 
to preſerve and get a livelihood in 
the World. Whereas thoſe that gave 
the firſt riſe to Popery, taking their 
turn inth- world in Halcyondays and 
peac-able times. when perſecution for 
conicling Chriſt, was not only ceaſ- 
ed. bit the... when the proteſlion of 
C:rilticmty was grown into honou- 
rable req.cit with High and Low, 
they were undur no ſuch temptation 
of dorng what they did in the way of 
their def1gn, cither to ſave their hves 
or hvelthoo, or to obtain an honou- 
rabl- «ſtate, becoming Biſhops of the 
Churches of Chriſt, being therein 
prevented by the bounty of Chriſtian 
Emperors. Bit their delign and the 
m-+ 45 uſed to ett.& it, was founded in 
an excelhve thirſt and exorbitant de- 
hre after gre+tnels and worldly domi- 
nation exceeding all bounds of modera- 
tion. And this difference renders the 
iniquity of the worldly delign in the 
falſe Apoſtles, but little in compariſon 
of what it was in the Authors of Po- 
pery. Solomon laith, Men do not de- 


Ye 
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ſhiſe a thief, if he ſteal to ſatisfie his 


ſoul when he is hungry, Prov. 6. 30. 
They pitty ſuch as through a kind of 
ſeeming neceſlity are drawn to do that 
which yet 15 no wiſe-juſtifiable under 
ſuch a Circumſtance, when the ſame 
thing done by another under no ſuch 
temptation, 15 looked upon with 1n- 
dignation. 

Toacquaint you then with the firſt 
riſe of Popery as founded in a world- 
ly defign, as at the firſt I acquainted 
you with the riſe of the falle Apoſtles 
and their corrupting the Chriſtian 
Religion founded in a deſign tor this 
world : I muſt firſt repreſ-ot to you 
the il uſe which ſome of the Biſhops 
made of that peace and proſperity 
which the Church ct God at laſt came 
to enjoy, When the Emperors and 
Rulers of the world became Chriſtt- 
ans themſelves, and imployed their 
power and greatneſs to encourage and 
farther the profeſſion and practice of 
Chriſtianity. For when the Biſhops 
of the Churches came not only to be 
protected in the diſcharge of their 

Function 
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Funttion by pubi:ck Authority, but 
alſo to be greatly honoured, and high- 
ly advanced for their Profefſlion and 
Function ſake; ſome of them were 
not able to ſtand under ſo great a 
weight of honour as was caſt upon 
them, without being puft up and tran- 
ſported with Pride and Ambition. 
And this Pride and Ambition put them 
upon ſtriving and contending for pre- 
cedency, preheminence, and ſuperi- 
ority of Juriſdiftion, which ſettled at 
laſt in a claim of Sapremacy, made 
by the Biſhop of Rome 1n arrogating to 
himlelt the Title of Univerſal Biſhop, 
over all Biſhops and Churches 1n 
the world. And out of this pretend- 
ed head{hip grew by degrees, the 
whole body of Popery, by which the 
Chriſtian Religion hath been corrupt- 
ed. 

This exorbitant Power, claimed by 
the Biſhop of Rowe, could not be up*+ 
held and maintained without the aſ- 
filtance of ſuch other Biſhops and 
Presbyters as were willing to own 
and defend this headſhip. Nor could 

-  a_ 
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that be expected without their ſharing 
in the worldly advantages to be ob- 
tained thereby : Nor could that gran- 
deur which they deſigned for them- 
ſelves, be maintained without a ſuit- 
able Revenue: Nor ſuch a Revenue 
be raiſed, had the plain, honeſt, and 
moderate methods of Chriſtianity 
been obſerved in it. Forif thoſe me- 
thods could have been obſerved, 
and their turn ſerved thereby , they 
would never have been at the trouble 
of inventing and defending - new 
ones. 

That theſe ends deſigned therefore 
might be ſerved, certain additions to, 
and corruptions of the Scriptures and 
Chriſtian Religion, were pirtcht upon 
as the likelieſt means to obtain them : 
but yet'to be managed (o, as that the 
people might be periwaded that thoſe 
additions and corruptions were either 
parts of Chriſtian Religion, or nece(- 
ſary means to promote it. And theſe 
additions and corruptions are the 
things which we call Popery, and not 
any other things though held and 
done 
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done by Papilts, which yet are agree- 
able to the Scriptures, and which 
other Chriſtians hold and do as well 
as they. I do not fay, nor indeed 
think that the firſt Authors and begin- 
ners of Popery, had in proſpe@, or 
did practiſe all the additions and cor- 
ruptions which afterward were found 
out by their ſucceſſors, as neceflary 
to ſecure and uphold the Uſurped 
Power and Greatneſs. Nomore did 
their predeceſlors the falſe Apoſtles 
begin with all the evil devices which 
they were afterwards led to, to carry 
on their deſign, ; 

I ſhall now therefore come to in- 
ſtance in lome of thoſe additions. and 
to ſhew how they fall in with this 
world:y deſign projected by the Au- 
thors of Popery, and how hke they 
lock to what was deſigned and done 
by the falſe Apoſtles. It may be eve» 
ry one of thoſe additions in difference 
between Proteſtants and Papiſts, may 
nut directly tend to promote their 
worldly delign, though many of them 
Coremotely, which do not immediat»ly: 


But 
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But yet that will afford them no relief 
though ſo it ſhould be : Becauſe when 
men invent ſome errors, for no other 
realon but becauſe they are (ervice- 
able to them in their carnal and cor- 
rapt deſigns; it is not unuſual for 
God then to give up ſuch men to other 
ablurd opimons and practices, though 
not ſerviceable to them in any (uch 
way. Bed mſec they received not the 
love of the truth that they might be ſav- 
ed, (but the love of ſome errors, in- 
ſtead and under prerence oft truth, 
that they might compaſs and bring 
about their worldly deſign) therefore, 
and for this cauſe, God ſhall ſend there 
flrong deluſions that they ſhould believe 
« lie, that they all might be damned. who 
believed not the truth,but had pleaſure im 
warighteouſneſi, (aith St.Paul, 2 Theſ” 2. 
IO, T1,19. * 

[ intend not to diſpute the ſeveral 
points in difference between Papilts 
and Proteſtants, or to prove them to 
be ſuch additions and corruptions as I 
term them to be: for that hath been 
done many a time over ſufficiently 
and 
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and abundantly already by Re- 
formed Authors. But mcthinks it 
ſhould go as far and (ignifie as much 
with the Popilh Laity, it nut much 
more, as a juſt and tull confutation 
of thoſe additions as erroneous would 
do, when they ſhall come to fee how 
they have been abuſed and impoled 
upon by their Leaders and Guides, and 
made to believe and do ſuch things 
for the ſaving of their Souls, as have 
no luch tendency, but the contrary : 
and by dancing after their Pipe have 
been made uſe of as Engines, meerly 
to work their ends and to ſerve their 
carnal delign by them: to ſqueez 
and drain them to fill themſelves : 
o7 as men make uſe of horſes to car- 
ry them out of the dirt and to eaſe 
themſelves by their labour. Which 
purs me in mind of the woman that 
fate upon the Beaſt, having upon her 
prehead a name mritten . Myſtery Ba- 
bylon the great, &c. Rev. 17.3.5. All 
that I would defire of the Laity 1s, 
that they would ſee with their own 
eyes, and uſe their own reaſon in the 
things 
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things I ſhall now lay before them, 
and not (utter their Clergie to blow out 
the Candle, or to houdwink them, 
while they play tricks and pick their 
pockets. 

la giving inſtances of the Popiſh 
corruptions, by which the deſign of 
domination and worldly greatneſs 
hath been begun and carried on by 
the Romiſh Biſhops and their Seconds 
and aftiſtance, under a Religious pre- 
tence, I ſhall begin with that which 
was laid as the foundation of the Pa- 
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S. 15 Firſt then they would bear 
the world in hand that the Biſhops of 
Rome (ucceſhively, are St. Peter's luc- 
cellours, and as ſuch are rnveſted 
with a kind of Apoltolical Authort- 
ty, and their See the Apoltulcal See 3 
and that as St. Peter was (uperiour to 
all Biſhops and Preſbyters in juriſdictt- 
on3 lo they, as his fucceſſours, are fo 
too: Yea, that the Biſhop of AKeme, 
for the time being, 1s Chriſts Vicar on 
Earth, and viſible Head ofthe Church. 
G 2 W hich 
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Which claim of theirs puts me in 
mind of thoſe who ſaid they were A- 
poſtles but were not, but were found 
liars, Rev. 2. 2. And if it ſhall be af- 
firmed that the Biſhops of Kome are 
ſucceſiours of theſe in their delign 
and pretence; they themſelves have 
given a more cogent proot of it, than 
ever they did of being St. Peter's ſuc- 
ceſlours in ſuch headſhip and power 
as they pretend to. 

But as the falſe Apoſtles by preten- 
ding to be Apoſtles indeed, when they 
were nothing leſs, did procure to 
themſelves ſuch a reputation with 
thoſe that were deluded by them, as 
did preatly advantage them in that 
worldly defign which they undit- 
cernedly carried on under that pre- 
rence; juſt ſo have the Popes, by mak- 
ing their deluded adherents believe 
that they are St. Peters ſucceſlors, 
Chriſts Vicars and head of the Church, 
raiſed to themſelves ſuch a reputa- 
tion as 1s greatly advantagious to 
them alſo in the like but greater world- 
ly deſign of theirs. 

For 
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For as the Profſelytes of the falſe 
Apoltles were by their deluſive per- 
ſuaſion, made not only plyant, but 
even zealoully ative in ſerving them 
in their delignz fo have the deluded 
adherents of the Popes been 1n like 
manner, 1n ſerving them in theirs. In- 
to what mould may not ſuch men caſt 
the people, when they have infiauated 
themlelves into their opinion, to be 
fuch marvellous men as they pretend 
themlelves to be? TheGalatians though 
aſter the falſe Apoſtles had corrupted 
them, began to look upon Pax! with 
a jealous eye, as if he had been their 
enemy, by expoſing them to that trou- 
ble 1n profeſling the Goſpel, which the 
other taught them how to avoid - yet 
ſo long as they retained that venera- 
tion for him which ſometime they had 
while they eſteemed him the undoubt- 
ed Apoltle of Chriſt; they could. if it had 
been poſſuble, have plucks out their wery 
eyes to have given him, as he (aith, Gal. 
4-15, 16. And whea the falle Apoſtles 
were taken for true ones, they had 
luch an intereſt in the deluded people 
G 3 there- 
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thereby, as that they did even what 
they would with them. Which made 
St. Paul (ay, ye ſ»ffer if 4 man bring you 
into Bondace, if 4 man devour you, if 4 
M41 take of 3 MW. if 4 man exalt hins- 
ſelf, 2 Cor. 11. 26, Words doubt- 
leſs applicable to the Popiſh Laity up- 
on as great reaſon, as ever they were 
to the deluded Corinthians: So great 
is the power of falle opinion, when 
men, whether falſe Apoſtles or-Popes, 
are taken to be what they Jeaſlt 
are. 

BMdes, as this lofty claim and high 
pretence of ſupre mary and beadſhip 
over the whole Chriſtian world, pre- 
pared the Popes way for commanding 
and doing what he plealed among 
them that received and owned him in 
that capacity: So it was the direct 
road to the higheſt pitch of Vain 
Glory + that is, of being eſteemed and 
honoured for what he 1s not; fince all 
mn are wont to proportion the ho- 
novr they give to men, according to 
what they eſteem them to be. And 
honey is not ſweeter to the mouth, 

than 
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than honour and glory 1s to ambitt- 
ous minds. And therefore if Diotre- 
hes loved to have the prebheminence , 
and the falſe Apoſtles thought it a prize 
worth Itriving tor. to be counted the 
head of a (mall party, when but low 
and kept under in the worlds; how 
was his Hulinettes fancy tickled, may 
we think, with the contemplation of 
being Univerſal Head of the whole 
Chriſtian World! And what would 
not ambitious men give or do for tuch 
a purchaſe, and to keep it when they 
have it Simon Miexs we knaw would 
have purchaſed the power of work- 
ing M:racles as the Apoſtles did, with 
money: but for what end? but that 
he might not be outdone by the Apo- 
{tles, and fo loſe that high <ftecm he 
had among the people whom he had 
deceived with his Magick. as if he 
had been the great power of God, even 
as the Popes have done by their Arts. 
| appeal to the Papilts themſelves: 
1s it not apparent that honovr trom 
men was a great part of the prize tor 
which the Bilhop of Home ran, when 

G 4 he 
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he firſt laid his detign tor Univerſal 
Biſhop, and to bring all others under 
him? And hath it not been a ſweet 
morſel to his fucceſflors for the time 
being, to be adored by the people as 
St. Peters luccellor, as Chriſts Vicar 
and vitible head of his Church, and 
to be falrred with the appellation of 
The moſt Holy Lord the Pope, and to 
have Kiags do homage and kneel to 
them, yea, and to kiſs their very feet ? 
That Pope 'underſtood well enough 
whathe(x1d, when he laid, What need 
of the Net when the Fiſh is canebt? 
Certainly this ſeeking and receiving 
honour trom men at this rate by the 
Popes, hath been no very good argu- 
ment to prove themſelves St. Peters 
ſucceſlors, who was ſo fhie,as we know, 
of being worſhipped by Cornelizs, and 
of receiving too much honour from 
men when he had wrought a Miracle 
indeed: for he ſaid, Te men of Iſrael 
why marvel ye at this * or why look ye 
fo earneſily on us, as thoneh we by our 
own power or holineſs had done this ? 
ACt. 3. 12. 


Unity 


_—_ 


Iniquity Unfolded, 89 


Unity in Religion indeed hath been 
pretericed as the reaſon of the neceſ\- 
liry of ſuch an univerſal viſible Head- 
(mp, as the Biſhops of Rome have claim- 
ed: But wnity of Conſent and endea- 
vour in the people to hborowr them as 
ſuch, and to maintain them in that 
magnificence which hath followed that 
pretence and claim, hath doubtleſs 
been at the bottom when the other 
hath been at the top; as 1s viſible 1n 
the effects of it. If this were not fo, 
they would never fo patiently endure 
thoſe many differences and bitter con- 
teſts about Religion as they do, which 
are among the ſeveral Orders of men 
under their Government, provided 
they do but all agree in owning the 
Pope and his claim of Succeſſion, Su- 
premacy, and Univerſal headſhip: 
Whereas let any but whiſper any thing 
againſt this, and he ſhall quickly find 
a watchful eye over him, and a hea- 
vy hand upon him. So that 'tis ſelf- 
intereſt which is the White aimed ar, 
that (till governs in the uſe of what 
power and preheminence is obtained, 

though 
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though other things, to cover the de- 
fign, are pretended. 


S. 17. 2. Another of their corrup- 
tions, 15 a pretence to an I1nfallibility 
in the Popes, in their Decrees, Canons, 
Conſtitutions and Determinations . de- 
rived from St. Peter, by virtue of their 
ſucceeding him. Not that it can be rea- 
ſonably thought that they can 1n ear- 
neſt believe any ſuch thing concerning 
themlclves: For (everal things uttered 
and done by them, or lome of them, 
have bewrayed their own miſgivings 
as to this, as I could ſhew: However 
they think fit to let a good face on't 
outwardly to the world, as being a 
thing neceſlary and uſeful for the car- 
rying on of their worldly deſign. For 
by perlwading the people to believe 
ſuch a thing concerning them, they 
get a great advantage to make them 
become pc uy their creatures, For 
if the people be made to believe that 
the Popes are [nfallible and cannot err 
in the things aforeſaid, then they can 
have no pretence to diſpute any thing 

impoſed 
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impoſed upon them by them, but ac- 
cording to their own belief, muſt be- 
come perfettly Vaſlals, and yield ab- 
ſolute obedience to them: A thing, 
than which, what could be more cun- 
ningly contrived by the Popes and 
their Confederates, to lerve their ends 
upon the people ? 


S. 18. 3. And becauſe ſeveral Re- 
ligious Orders of men were thought as 
neceſlary to ſupport this Eccleftaſtical 
Monarchy, as the Janizaries and Baſ- 
ſa's are to ſupport the Turkiſh; there- 
fore ſome things hkewiſle were thought 
necellary to procure reverence and re- 
ſpe to the Popes dependants in their 
leveral Orders and Degrees, tothe end 
the people might [tand the more in awe 
of them,and be the more ready to yield 
Obedience to them in execution of the 
ſeveral Offices and Orders they have 
received trom the Pope their Head. 
One of whictr is a power of Abſo/uti- 
on and Forgiveneſs of lins, veſted in 
their Prieſts. Another 1s a power of 
making a God for the people to wor- 

ſhip, 
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(hip, by Tranlubſtantiating the Bread 
and Wine 1n the Sacrament, into the 
Real Body and Blood of Chriſt: And 
who would not be glad of the favourot 
ſuch wonderful men, and do any 
thing to pleale them? And by Awrt- 
cular confeſſron to a Prieſt, another 
of their corruptions, they lay the 
people under their mercy, being there- 
by maſters of their Secrets, beſides 
the advantage of giving intelligence 
in {pecial caſes, which muſt needs 
keep them in a continual awe of them. 
And by their receiving the Sacrament 
mn both kinds, when the Laity are 
ſuffered to receive it but in one, (a- 
nother of their corruptions) a great 
and (acred difference forſooth 1s put 
between the Clergy and Laity. And 
beldes, the effect of the peoples pub- 
Iick Devotions, is made to depend 
upon the intention of the Prieſt, ano- 
ther corruption 3 and .therefore no 
need of having their Divine Service 
in the YVulear tonexe, another corrup- 
tion hkewile added to that: All (till 
tending to make the people the more 
dependant 
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dependant upon the Clergy, and the 
more governable by them 1n all things, 
while they hve, and to be in the bet- 
ter diſpolition to be direfted and pre- 
vailed upon by them in diſpoſing of 
a good part of their Eſtates to the uſe 
of the Church, when they die. 


S. 16. 4. Although the Scripture 
ſaith, that every one ſhall bear his own 
berdes, and give an account of himſelf 
to God: and tho” Chriſt hath ſaid Search 
the Scriptures, and the Bereans for 
doing fo were highly commended; 
yet in contradiction hereto, the do-. 
Grine of Implicitie faith 1s ſet on foot 3 z 
by which men are taught to believe as 
the Church believes, 3. e. as their Prieſts 
believe, they believing what the Pope, 
or the Pope and a General Council of 
their own, have defined for matter of 
faith. And this allo 18 one of their cor- 
ruptions; and the forbidding the Laity 
to read the Scriptures without licence 
from their Biſbop, 1s another; and fo 19 
their Tenent that 7gnorance is the mo» 
ther of devotion. And what is their end 
in 
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in thele things ? Onity in the faith, 
and to keep pecple from running i009 
bereſie , is pretended : (and is not put- 
ing out a mans own eyes that he may 
be led by inother, a g10d expedient 
not to» mils his way ?) but their end 
1s to ſecure their corrupt principles 
and fraudulen:; arts from b« Ng 17quir- 
ed into by the peyplesz and that the 
Laity may depend upon them as in- 
fallible Oracles, even 1n thole things 
which are impoſed upon them under 
one Religious pretence or other, when 
in truth it is but to (erve the Pope 
and his Clergies intere(t, and to work 
their ends upon them undilcovered. 
Ie is that the people might entirely and 
tamely reſign up themlelves to them, 
and be wholly at their dilpolſe in what 
they would have them believe and 
do, though otherwiſe it ſhould ſeem 
to them never {o unrealonable. And 
therefore Bellarmine (de Rom. pontif. 
I. 4. c.5. fin.) was not aſhamed to at- 
firm. that if the Pope ſhould err in for- 
bidding Virtues and commanding Vices, 
get the Church were bound to believe 
Vices 
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Vices to be e004 and Virtnes bid un” 
leſs ſhe ſhould in av tinſt conſcience. 
But ls the blind that are led and the 
blind that lead. are both in the ditch, 
It is not their ſaying they were led 
thither, will help them out. 


S. 20. 5 Furthermore, although 
Chriſt upon occalion of the two dit- 
ciples deliring ot him that they might 
fit the one on his right hand and the 
other on his left in tax temporal King- 
dom they fancied he was to have, 
ſaid to Peter and all the Apoltles, 
Te know that the Princes of the Gentiles 
exerciſe dominion over them, and they 
that are great exerciſe Authority Wpon 
them, but it ſhall not be ſo among you? 
I lay, though this be lo expreſs as you 
lee, yet nutwithſtanding the Pope as 
pretended fuccetiour to St. Peter , 
claims a Supremacy over Kings, and 
2 priviled; '& to be appe aled to as the 
lalt and higheſt Tribunal upon earth. 
And in caſe any Kings turn hereticks 
to him in denying his Claim and caſt- 
ing oft his yoke, he rakes upon him 
aA 
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a power to chaſtiſe themz to excom- 
municate them, and then to depoſe 
and dethrone them, and to diſpoſe 
of their Kingdomes, and to abſolve 
their (ubjects from the duty of their 
allegiance to their natural Prince. 
And for what reaſon is this ſwell- 
iog power of overtopping Kings aflu- 
med ? I hepretencets, that the Pope as 
head of the Church being Superiour 
to all Chriſtian Kings, as being but 
members of that body whereof he is 
head, they upon that account are un- 
der his conduct and goverament in 
uſing their ſecular power for the in- 
tereſt of the Chriſtian Religion and 
Catholick cauſe, and for the chaſti(- 
ing of ſuch as are heretical, or un- 
dutiful and diſobedient. This is the 
Pretence; But the true dehign 1s to 
render the Pope the more magnificent 
and venerable, the more awful and ter- 
rible in the eyes of all, and to lift 
him up to the bigheſ# pinnacle of 
worldly Pomp and greatneſs attain- 
able in this world, and touſe the pow- 
er and intereſt of ſuch Kings to ſap- 
port 


re 
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port and ſecwre him in his Pontifical 
Chair ot State, and as executioners uf 
his wrath and diſpleaſure againſt all 
that ſhall but peep and mutter any 
thing againſt him, or any of his de- 
crees or orders, or give him the leaſt 
diſturbance. 

That this is the defign, tho' the 
other be pretended, appears 1n that 
the Pope 1s well enough contented 
that thele Kings ſhould tolerate or con- 
nive at any wickediaels in their Da- 
minions, though never (o diſh-.nour- 
able to Chriſt and Ct.riftran'ty, and 
deſtructive to his Religion in the pow- 
er of it, provided they be but tender 
of his Intereſt, and will not connive 
at any Afﬀronts put upon his Govern- 
ment as Papal. Aer may do what they 
will, provided they med-lle not with the 
Popes Crown or the Minks bellies, was 
the laying of Eraſmus. 


S. 21. 6 Again, as the Popes do 
claim a ſupremacy over Temporal 
Princes for themſelves, ſo they do a 
priviledge and exemption for their 
ſubor- 
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ſubordinate Clergie trom the Temporal 
vail, trig, P2*7 5 25 holding ummedi- 
Se. 25, Atcly under their Eccleſta- 
[tical Head, the Pope : which 
1s another device to ſtrengthen their 
Intereſt. For hereby all his Clergy 
are the ſaſter tied and engaged to their 
grand Maſter the Pope, and at the 
greater liberty adF {ccurely in abetting 
his Intereſt and ferving his deſigns, as 
occaſion and opportunity lerves. 


S. 22. 7. As the falſe Apoſtles 
broached Doftrines tending to Licen- 
tiouſneſs, to increaſe their party and 
ſtrengthen their Intereſt: fo the Aur 
thors and Founders of Popery have 
ſet on foot certain corrupt doGrines, 
good for nothing but to increaſe their 
party and wealth thereby,and to ſtreng- 
then their Intereſt. Such is that of a 
pretended power veſted in the Pope, 
and from him derived to every Prieſt, 
of abſilving men and forgiving their 
fins upon ſuch eaffe terms as the con» 
felling them to the Prieſt, and doing 
ſach (light Penances, as he out of his 
Indul- 
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Indulgence to them, if they pleaſe him, 
is pleaſed to appoint. 

And which 1s yet worſe, if worſe 
can be, viz. the Dottrine of the Popes 
power, not only of granting Indul- 
gences for Sins paſt, but alſo Diſpen- 
ſations to commit them for time 
to come. And that ſuch a power 1s 
pretended to, we learn frum Anthors 
of ther own. Fſpenſens h th to!'d us, 
that They ailow not only the Laity, but 
allo their very Clergie-men to dwell with 
IWhores and Harlots, and to beoet Ba- 
ftard:s, for a certain Tax. Comment on 
Tit. p. 478. 479. Alſo, De Continen- 
tia Lib. 2. Cap. 7. And the Princes of 
the Roman Empire aſſembled at Norem- 
berp, in the years 1522, 1523. Com- 
plained th.ut the Popes ſucked the mar- 
row of the peoples Fſtates by Indulgen- 
cer, and that they heightened the im- 
poſture by their hireline Cryers aud 
Preachers, and that Chriſtian piety was 
bamſhed, while to advance their Mars 
ket, they cried np their Wares, for the 
granting of wonderſul peremptory pare 
dons, not only of Sint already commt- 

2 ted, 
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ted, but of Sins that ſhall be commit- 
ted. 80 that by the Sale of theſe Wares, 
as they ſaid, together mwit/ being ſpoiled 
of their money Chyi/iian Pic ty xs extine 
gnfhed S whit: any one may promiſe bins 
ſelf impunity, upon paying the rate that is 
ſet upon the Sin be bath a mind to comms 
mit, Faſciculus rerum experendarum, 
fot. 177, 1578. Andif the people can 
believe that the Pope hath power by 
his Drſpenſations to hear them out 
for money in ſuch Immoralities, they 
may as well believe «lio that he hath 
power to Gi\/pculc with their taking 
of fuc': Oaths, and entering into fuch 
Gb. patious which they never intend 
to keep, or to do any other thing as 
bad, eſpecially if it any way tend 
to the advancing of the Catholick 
Cauſe. And it lo, by what Teſt can 
ther be diſcovered to be really what 
they are, when they have a mind to 
conceal it? or what ſecurity can ſuch 
Oaths or other Obligations be to 
Proteſtant Princes, of their true alle- 
giance to them ? 

And what is ſaid inthis 1s the more 
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conſiderable, it we add thereto thulie 
other two loole DuGtrines of theirs, 
the one touck in? the lawfulnels of 
their breaking Faith with Hereticks, 
ſuch as they elteem Proteſtants to be, 
and the other the }clurtical Doctrine 
of Equivocation with mental Re- 
ſerves. Wherem allo they exactly 
follow their Leaders, the falſe Apoſiles. 
For they, as I have ſhewed, thought, 
or at leaſt tavehr, that in (ome cales 
they might deny Chriſt in word, fo 
they did but retain a belief 1n him 1n 
their hearts; and partake with [do- 
laters in their Idol Sacritices, fo they 
did but retain in their minds a belief 
that there were no other Gods but 
one, and intended not any hoaour to 
the 109), 

The very complexion of theſe, 2nd 
ſuch like Dottrines, ſhev's chem to be 
Calcuiated ,, not to pPromwe Relioion 
and Virtue, but to kyvk in filthy 
lucre, to gratihe any that will but be 
for them . T7 Viving Ir oC tO their 
Luſts, and to (et me tree from all 
ties of Religion and C-:::ſcience, when 
H 23 they 
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they ſtand in the way of their Cauſe 
and Intereſt. That which the Pro- 
phet of Old from the Lord charged 
upon the Prieſts, then when he ſaid, 
They eat up the ſin of my people, and ſet 
their heart on their Iniquity, Hol. 4 8, 
falls upon thele men. For as thoſe 
were dehirous to have the people 
fin that they might have the more 
Sin-ofterings : So theſe are willing, 
we lee, that the people ſhould have 
liberty allowed them.to 1a, provided 
they will but buy the more Indulgen- 
ces and Dilpenlations. 

And fuch likewiſe 1s their doctrine 
of Aſſuring men of pardon when they 
are going out of the world, tho' they 
have hived never ſuch wicked and vi- 
cious lives before, upon condition of 
Contrition and Conſeſſaon to 4 Prieſt : 
Yea upon condition of that Confeſſt- 
on and Attrition alone : which, as they 
define it, is 4 grief for ſin ariling only 
fro 2 4 fear of Hell. And I ſhould think 
no wicked man that believes or fears 
that there is a Hell, can lightly be 


with out ſuch a ſorrow at laſt. And 
if 
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if men could be made to believe or 
hope* that they may keep their ſins 
and yet be pardoned, at leaſt upon 
ſuch eaſte terms as we ſee they are 
taught to believe they may, it would 
then be matter of wonder that there 
1s no more, rather than that there are 
ſo many Papiſts in the world 

Such doctrine as this 1s, doubtleſs, 
the reaſon, why now and ther ſome 
profligate perſons.and fo many T hieves 
and Murderers, when condemned to 
die, turn Papiſts, thar were no bet- 
ter than practical Atheiſts before. 


S. 23. 8. And yet leſt their looſe 
principles and practices ſhould render 
them too much ſuſpected for frreligt- 
ous, they, juſt as the falſe Apojtles be- 
fore them, would ſcexs to be even 
more devout in ſome things than the 
purer Chriſtians that oppoſe them 1n 
their carnal deſigns. And therefore 
they have impoſed upon themſclves 
and their Votarics certain things, as 
parts of Religion, which God hath not 
made fo, and are more careful to ob- 
H 4 ſerve 
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ſerve them, than what God hath com- 
manded; as the Phariſees before them 
were, in reference to their traditi- 
ons. Such 1s their abſtaining from 
ſome (orts ot meats upon ſuch and ſuch 
dayes; not upon a Civil account, 
which may lawtully be done, but up- 
on a Religious account. And it's well 
if, at lealt, many of them do not 
make more conſcience of eating fleſh 
on a Fryday than to ſwear or lie. 
The exerciling certain ſeverities up- 
on their own bodies at certain ſet times 
of the vear by way of Penance: the 
re{training thoſe that are in Religt- 
ous Orders trom Marriage: the Vows 
of Poverty and Single lite, are alſo 
things of like nature with thole which 
the falſe Teachers 11 the Apoſtles times 
1mpolted upon their Profelytes, as [ 
have ſhewed. And ſo was the wor- 
ſhipping of Angels, a thing which theſe 
Popiſh Chriſtians alſ@ teach. Nay 
they pretend to make ſhow of ſuch 
great love to Chrilt more than o- 
thers do, as that for his ſake they 
worlhip ſuch as are related to him, 
as 
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as the bleſſed Virgin Mary and other 
Sainte: And not only ſo, but to wor- 
ſhip his very Picture, and to have in 
ſacred eſteem the very Reliques of his 
ſervants, or thoſe which they eſteem 
to be ſo: Like the Phariſces of old, 
who builded the Tombs of the dead Pro- 
phets, and garniſhed the Sepulchres of the 
Righteous that were dead 5 when at the 
ſame time they perſecuted thule: that 
were hving, astheſe allo have Core, 
By ſuch arts as theſe they hve 
made a covering, ſuch as it 1s, for 
their Irreligious deſigns, by wich 
they have deluded people of vp: vols 
minds that are influenced by ſerie 1n 
the way of Religious worſhip, a« Su- 
perſtitious and Idolatrous perions al- 
wayes have been, but have miſappre- 
henfions of the Nature of God, and of 
that Spiritual worſhip which 1s agree- 
able to his Nature and acceptable to 
him. Which alſo makes them think 
that the eating of Chriſt's. Fleſh and 
the drinking of his Blood in the Sa- 
crament in a natural and proper ſ{cnce, 
is that which 1s available: like the 
Caper- 
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Capernanmites, who laid, how can this 
man give ws his Fleſh to eat? under- 
ſtanding him in a groſs ſence , when 
he had ſaid to them, The bread that I 
will give js my fleſh,which 1 will give for 
the life of the world: And except ye 
eat the fleſh of tne Son of man X and 
drink bis blood, ye hve no life in you, 
Joh. 6. 

Moreover, to raiſe yet the grea- 
ter opinion in the people of the good- 
nels of their way , they ingroſs the 
whole of true Chriſtiamty to them- 
ſelves, (tiling thoſe and thoſe only 
of their way, the Catholique Church; 
denying Salvation to belong to thoſe 
that are not of it, accounting them 
Hereticks, Herein likewiſe follow- 
ing the guiſe of the falſe Apoſtles and 
their Diſciples, who laboured to 1n- 
groſs to themſelves the name and re- 
putation of the moſt Knowing and 
molt Spiritual , ſeparating from the 
reſt of Chriſtians, as if they them- 
ſelves only had been the true Church, 
thereby to put the better colour upon 
their corrupting the Chriſtian Religi- 
gion, 
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g10n, and the worldly end for which 
they 1d it. 


S. 24. 9. And then to fil! the 
Churches treaſuries, and to draw to 
themſelves the wealth of the world, 
and thereby to ſupport all their glo- 
ry and grandeur, and to glut them- 
ſelves with ſenſual pleaſures and des 
lights, they have uſed other methods 
and Arts allo, One of which is the 
dofrine of the Merit of good works; 
For when the people are made to be- 
lieve that they may by good works, 
Almideeds, and Donations to pious 
ales, make ſatisfaFion to God, pro- 
cure exemption from Purgatory, and 
merit Heaven; and by abounding in 
them may ſupererozate; and not only 
merit enough for themſelves , but 
have to ſpare for others; Thenit 
1s no hard matter to perſuade them to 
be very liberal and kind to their 
Ghoſtly Fathers while they hve, being 
to them in Gods (ſtead to pardon them, 
and to leave a conſiderable part of their 
eſtatesto the Church, when they die. 
The 
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The forbidding Marriage to the 
Clergy lerves to the ſame end allo; 
which may be one reaſon of that re- 
{traznt. For when they, eſpecially 
thoſe of the higher degree that have 
great Eſtates, can leave no Children 
lawfully begotten to inherit; who 1s 
likelicr t© be their Heir than the 
Church? eſpecially conſidering that 
the Canon Law allows not Regular 
Biſhops to diſpoſe of their Eſtates by 
Will. 

Another device to get money, is 
the Tax of the Apoſtolick: Chancery; a 
grant by ſeveral Popes of Pardons, at 
ſuch and ſuch a price for thouſands of 
years, though their {ins be of a deep 
die. It 1s true, there are, I muſt 
needs lay, very good peniworths to 
be had, wv the Ware be not counter- 
feit : One may have that for 18 Pence, 
2 Shillings, or halt a Crown, that a 
man would give all he is worth for, 
be 1t never ſo much, were he ſure 
he ſhould not be cheated in his pur- 
chale. But as for all thoſe that have 
faith enough to believe the Infallibi- 


lity 
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lity of the Popes, in alluring them of 
Pardons at (uch cheap rates, (and it 
they queſtion It 1n this, they may 
queſtion 1t mn all the reſt,) methinks 
there ſhould not one of them fail to 
buy one ot thele Pardons that Can po 
to the price of them ; and who can» 
not? And it fo, who can ccunt the 
vaſt ſums of monev which we may rea- 
{onably conceive this device will bring 
into the Popes Exchequer from age to 
age ? 

Another Engine for the ſame pur- 
pole, 1s Shrine Oblations : that Is, the 
Offerings which the people make 
when they go on Pilgrimage to viſit 
the Shrine of ſuch or ſuch a Saint, 
whether voluntarily, or in a way of 
Penance. And the Treaſuries of the 
Shrines of ſome eminent Saints, are 
upon this account fo rich, as thzt it's 
ſaid they may vie it with the Treaſu- 
ries of Great Princes, 

Another Screw 1s, Commutation 0 
Penances; that is, the buying oft the 
doing of ſuch or ſuch Penance, for fo 
much money as the Confellor or 
Ghoſtly 
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Ghoſtly Father ſhall be pleaſed to ex- 
cuſe them for: and he knows well 
enough how to put the price accord- 
ing to the ability of the purchaſer ; and” 
ſo he doth allo how to make the Pe- 
nance greater or lcilcr as he pleaſes. 
And this falls out fo often, and with 
ſo many in al! Popiſh Countries, that 
the Income thereby mult needs be very 
great, beſides the ordinary I ithes they 
receive. 

The fictitious doGfrine of Purgatory, 
to name no more, 1s, I aſſure my ſelt, 
none of the leaſt of the Artifices of 
the Founders of Popery, to accu- 
mulate a prodigious maſs of wealth: 
of which Doctrine and device, take 
this briet account. Firſt, The peo- 
ple are made to believe, that though 
God pardons Mortal Sins to the truly 
penitent, {o as to free them from 
Eternal Tormentsz; Yet fince they 
have much Venial Sin and Corruption, 
in which oft-times they die, not hav- 
ing made ſufficient ſatisfaction by Pe- 
nances enjoyned them here, they mult 
expiate theſe, and fatishe for them, 


by 
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by ſuffering the pains of Purgatory. 
And farther, they mult believe alſo, 
that the Church hath a Treaſure or 
flock of Merits aniling out of Works 
ot Supercrogation done by ſuch as 
have mcerited more than enough for 
themſelves, the ov-r-plas (till running 
into the common ſtock : and that the 
Pope, and Prieſts trom him, have the 
power of diſpoling and applying theſe 
out of the common [tock to particu» 
lar perſons that need them. And far- 
ther, they are taught to believe that 
this Treaſure of the Church is not 
drawn out and diſtributed but by 
Indulgences: and that fince theſe In- 
dulgences are for the relief of the 
Churches Indigences, they are not to 
be obtained without being purchaſed. 
Now when the poor deluded people 
are made to believe all theſe idle Ficti- 
ons for real Truths, and come to have 
their Conſciences awakened on their 
Death-beds; what will they not give 
to obtain thele Indulgences, and for 
Maſles to be ſaid, and Prayers to be 
made,that they may be delivered from 
Purga- 
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Purgatory, a place of Torment little 
leſs than Hell. Skin for $sﬆkinm and all 
that a man hath, will he give for his 
Life; how much more for his Soul / 
So that the fruit and effect of this de- 
vice, as we may well conceive. 15no 
ſmall or inconfiderable thing. And 
therefore 1t was no lefs truly than 
wittily ſaid, The fire of Purgatory keeps 
the Popes Kitchin warur, and makes his 
Pot to boyl. 

I (hall inſtance in no more: but 
theſe I have named arc ſome of the 
Arts, and part of the Craft in the 
Myſtery of Iniquity, by which, Deme- 
Irins like, they get their wealth. And 
truly (fo vaſtly great hath been the An- 
nual Income of the Court of Xome 
from all Nations of their Cummuni- 
on, that according to the account giv» 
en from amongſt themſelves, by Afat- 
thew Paris for one, ( 41 Par. Hit, An. 
1252.) its yearly Revenue from Eng- 
land alone, by one way and another, 
more than I have named, amounted 
to no leſs heretofore, than twice ſo 
much as the thea Kiogs Revenue. 
6 No 
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«No marvel then if the Biſhops of 
© Rome, and their Cardinals, former- 
«ly poor Prieſts and Deacons, are 
*©now become Illuſtrious, and for 
*© Pomp and Magnificence, able to vie 
*©1t with great Princes, and to raiſe 
* their Families, Nephews and Nie+ 
©ces, to Dignitics and Fortunes ve- 
«ry great, as is well known to the 
* World. 


S. 25. And now | having made this 
Compariſon between the falſe Apoſtles 
and Founders of Popery 1n their world- 
ly deſign and curied means of accom- 
pliſhing it 5 all that | ſhall dehire of the 
Lay Citholicks, as they call them- 
ſelves, 1s, that they would bur beſtow 
ſo much conſideration upon what is 
here offered, as by which they may 
come to make an impartial judgment 
whether or no | have wronged the 
latter by comparing them to the tor- 
mer. And it I have not, as I doubt 
not but they will find I have not, it 
prejudice and prepolleſion do not 
make them err 1n judgment, as too 

[ trequent- 
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frequently it is wont to doz Then 
methinks I ſhould not need to uſe one 
word to perſuade them to deſiſt from 
following their guides any longer 
blindfold by an implicite faith; for 
their own Intereſt both ſpiritual and 
temporal, which uſeth to be moſt pre- 
valent with men, will prompt them to 
this. Can they poſhbly think it ſafe 
for them to commit themſelves to the 
condudt of thoſe , who direQly follow 
the track, and tread in the ſteps of the 
falſe Apoſiles, who for lelt ends and 
worldly advantage, Avarice and Am- 
bition, betrayed the Religion of the 
holy Jeſus, and the Souls of men ? 
Solomon (ayes, In wain i the ne 
ſpread in the ſight of any bird. And 
will they be more filly than the fowles 
of the Air, in not endeavouring to 
make their eſcape when the Snare 1s 
diſcovered to them ? Remember this 
and ſhew your ſelves men, may be ſaid 
to them, as once it was by the Prophet 
to others. 

But we know the manner of theſe 
mens Gwides; either they will not fut- 
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fer them to read diſcourſes which de- 
tet their fraud: or if they happen to 
hear or ſee any thing of that nature, 
they can, as they would have them 
think, blow off all with one blaſt of 
their mouth. [do therefore heartily wiſh 
that the Laicks | ſpeak of, would at 
laſt be ſo wiſe for their ſouls as tocon- 
ſider, That when their Clergie, whom 
they follow by an Implicite faith, do 
make their defence again(t us in what 
we charge them with, they are then 
concerned in point of a Carnal ſelf in- 
tereſt: and where that rules and 1s 
predominant, it (till obliges men to 
put the faireſt colour they poſhibly can 
upon their Cauſe, though never fo 
bad, without regard to truth; that 
not being the thing they (ſtrive for, 
but their ſelfþ intereft. And it 1s 
the manner of ſuch men, when they 
have done lo, to glory over their Ad- 
verſaries from the tecth outward, as if 
they had laid them dead at their feet : 
When at the ſame time inwardly they 
feel themſelves ſtruck to the very 
heart by the clear evidence and un- 
I 2 reliſtable 
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reliſtable force of their Adverſaries rea- 
{onings. And the reaſon of their do- 
ing ſo is, becauſe they find that there- 
by they can preſerve their intereſt 
among the people that have given up 
themſelves to them, and pinn'd their 
faith upon their ſleeves; this courſe 
of theirs ſerving their ead as ef- 
fectually as a real confutation would 
do. 

And herein alſo they as evidently 
follow the ſteps of the falſe Apoſtles, 
as In any of thoſe other things [| 
have inſtanced in. For although they, 
the falſe Apoſtles, could not ſtand be- 
fore the powerful conviction of the 
faithful Apoſtles, but found their 
hearts to (ink within them, as to the 
Cauſe they maintained, as knowing 
in their coniciences they were not able 
by the (ſtrength of truth to defend it 
againſt the aſſaults of the holy A- 
poltles: yet then they would in face 
and outward appearance, glory and 
boaſt, as if they had the victory, and 
all becauſe they had no other way to 
101d their party to them and to carry 

on 
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on thew deſign, which they were re- 
ſolved to ſtick to, whatever was ſaid 
againſt it: and allo becauſe they found 
that this courle of thears would do 
them as much ſervice as a demonſtra- 
tion would do among their credulous 
followers, who hung upon their lips, 
and were willing to take all they ſaid 
vpon #ruſt, as fuiting moſt with what 
they liked beſt. See for this the 
2 Cor. 5.12. We commend not our ſolves 
aeain wnto you, (aith St. Paul, but give 
you occaſion to glory ow our behalf, that 
you may have ſomewhat to anſwer them 
which glory in appearance, and not in 
beart : meaning the falſe Apoltles, 

All that I ſhall add is only to ob- 
ſerve from what was laſt delivered, 
That the falſe Apoſtles even then when 
they ſet the belt face upon their 
Cauſe, and"gloried over their oppol- 
ers, and carried it outwardly with 
never (o great confidence and boaſt- 
ing; yet hnce their own corrupt 1»- 
tereſt was concerned in the Conteſt, 
there was juſt cauſe for their follow- 
ers to ſuſpect what they pleaded in 

I 3 their 
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their own defence, and that it was 
wildome in them that did ſo, and 
folly and -unhappiveſs in thoſe that 
ſuffered themſelves to be impoſed up- 
on and deluded thereby, without 
looking more narrowly into the mat- 
ter themſelves, as thole did who try- 
ed them that ſaid they were Apoſtles bus 
were not, and found them liars, Rev. 
2.2. And if fo; then 1n as much as 
na Corrupt (elf intereſt of Popiſh 
Guides is alſo concerned in and de- 
pends upon the cauſe they labour to 
defend, as I have ſhewed ; thoſe who 
have committed themſelves to their 
Condut, have no more reaſon to 
be confident of the goodneſs of their 
Cauſe upon the account of the con- 
hdence and boaſting of thoſe who un- 
dertake to defend it, than the fol- 
lowers of the falſe Apoſtles had in 
reference to their cauſe : But in point 
of greateſt prudence are concerned 
to look upon all they ſay with a 
jealous eye, and with the greateſt 
care and diligence to ſcan the mat- 
ter themſelves, and to ſearch the 
Scrip- 
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Scriptures themſelves, and imparti- 
ally to conſider as well what is ſaid 
againſt them and their Cauſe, as 
what is ſaid for it and them, and not 
careleſl yor deſperately to venture their 
ſouls upon ſuch mens confident pre- 
| tences, whoſe Corrupt intereſ# it is 
to deceive them. 
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Hat you ſhall find io this Ap- 

pendix was firſt intended to 
be brought in by way of Digreflion 
at the cloſe of the Anſwer to an Ob- 
jection from St. Pax!'s Compliances, at 
the end of the 9th. Seftion of the fore- 
going Diſcourſe, to which it proper- 
ly relates. But its running out to ſuch 
a length as it hath done, hath altered 
that intention, as tending to too great 
an interruption 1n the line and me- 
thod of that Diſcourſe. And I have 
the rather thought it meet to add this 
to the whole Diſcourſe, leſt any 
ſhould think a compliance in the uſe 
of ſome undetermined circumſtances in 
the adminiſtration of Gods Publick 
Worſhip, ſhould be of like nature 
with the corrupt compliances of the 
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falſe Apoſiles and their party, diſcover- 
ed in the ſard Diſcourſe. That which 
I have to add therefore upon the fore- 
ſaid occahon, take as follows. 

From what hath been ſaid in the 
foreſaid Seftion touching St. Paxl's 
Compliances, ſomewhat may be obſerv- 
ed which may be of good uſe to Chri- 
ſtians in many dubious Caſes. There 
| have ſhewed how that St. Pay! fome- 


times withſtood the uſe of Circumciſt- * 


on, and ſometimes yielded to it. 

The reaſon of which did ariſe from 
the different circumſtances that did 
attend the uſe of the ſame thing up- 
on different occaſions. When it was 
urged upon the Gentiles as neceſlary 
to their ſalvation, St. Paul with(tood 
it : But to avoid (tumbling in the be- 
leving Jews, who were not as yet (a- 
tished touching its ceſſation, and to 
prevent a breach in the Church, and 
to gain the more upon ſuch as were 
inclinable to Chriſtianity, he yielded 
to the ule of that and other like things 
among them. 

I think we may ately ſuppoſe = 
t, 
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St. Pax! knew well enough when he 
did ſo, that Circumciſion was not in 
it ſelf, or by poſitive command necel- 
ſary to the Jews under the Goſpel, 
by the taking place of which it was 
aboliſhed; for he ſaid, Circumciſion is 
nothing, 1 Cor. 7. 19. Nor was it 
ſimply unlawful in it ſelf; for if it had, 
no Circumſtance could have ſandtified 
it or made it lawful. So that when 
he yielded to it, it was upon account 
of Expediency by reaſon of circum- 
ſtances attending it, which made it 
expedient; ſuch as was the Peace of 
the Church, and the better propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel. And yet when 
he yielded to it upon the account of 
Expediency, we may well ſuppoſe it 
was not wholly and altogether expe- 
dient without any inexpediency at 
all, but only avore expedient than in- 
expedient. For otherwiſe it may well 
be thought, that his yielding tothe uſe 
of it ſomewhat nnded to nouriſh the 
opinion the Jews had of its perpetuity 
under the Goſpel, and to miniſter 
ſome advantage to thoſe who taught a 

neceſlity 
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neceflity of it unto Salvation, and 
could not be very grateful to the be- 
lieving Gentiles who oppoſed it, nor 
to St. Paul himſelt neither. So that in 
ſome reſpe&t it was 1nexpedient to 
yield to it when he did yield to it, 
but in other reſpe&s more inexpedi- 
eat to withſtand it and not to yield to 
it, 

From all which we may obſerve, 
that when two [nexpediencies come 1n 
competition, the one attending the 
doing, and the other the not doing of 
the ſame thing, ſo that there 1s a ne- 
cellity to yield to one of them in do- 
ing or not doing of it, then that which 
1s leaſt inexpedient, is to be yielded 
to. Or which is the ſame; that when 
all circumſtances are conſidered, then 
that which hath more of expediency 
than inexpediency in it, 1s to be 
choſen. Juſt as on the other hand, 
when ewo Precepts, the one moral, 
the other but poſitive, come 1n com» 
petition, the lef(s1s to give placet; » the 
greater. 

To fit theſe general Rules to par- 
ticular 
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ticular cales requires ſome skill : but 
if theſe things were well conſidered 
and practiſed, it would go a great 
way towards the leflening thole un- 
due diſtances which are among us. 
As for inſtance: Suppoſe ſome cir- 
cumſtances 1n the external form of our 
Publick Worlhip, eſtabliſhe by Law, 
were lo inexpedient as (ome deem them 
to bez Yet if they would but lay aſide 
Prejudice, Partiality, Paſlion, and 
Intereſt of Parties in making a judg- 
ment of things, by what hath been 
fairly argued from Scripture by ma- 
ny, to ſatifie doubtful minds concern- 
ing them, I am very confident they 
might ealily come to plenary fatisfa- 
ction in their own minds touching this 
one thing, wiz. That to bear with 
thoſe things for the peace of the 
Charch, and the Iater<ſt of Religion 
in general, is not ſo inexpedient as it 1s 
by dividing the Church, by forſaking 
that Worlhip, to expoſe our Religion 
to the ſcorn and contempt of Athe- 
ſts, Infidels, and Papilts, and to oc- 
calion, alas, too many others to be- 
come 
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come ſuch: and as it is, to confound f - 


and unſettle the minds of well mean- 
ing, but injudicious people, and to 
betray them into the hands of ſedu- 
cers: and as it is to divert mens minds 
from the ſerious conſideration, (tudy, 
and practice of the weightier matters 
of Religion, and to engage them in 
contentious janglings, and uncharita- 
ble revilings and cenſurings, to the 
deſtruction of true Piety, and placing 
Religion much in Opinion, and in be- 
ing of a different form and party: 
and laſtly, asit is, to expoſe us all to 
the danger of the breaking in of Po- 
pery, by ſtrengthning their hands 
who are of that way, and by weak- 
ning our own, and by encouraging 
them in hopes of (ſucceſs by our Di- 
viſions, to praftiſe upon us, and by 
all their Arts to improve the adyan- 
tage we put into their hands by our 
diſtractions: and yet theſe, and ſuch 
like, have beea the effetts of dividing 
our Church. 

And if to bear with thoſe external 
circumſtances of Worſhip, for the _ 
O 
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+ of the peace and edification of the 


Church and ſecuring to us our Religi- 
on,be not ſo inexpedient,as it is to draw 
on us the foreſaid bad effefs of our di 
viſions by withdrawing from the wor- 
(hip it (elf, for the ſake of thoſe cir- 
cumſtances; Then the Rule before 
laid down, and according to which 
St. Paxl atted, ſhews which of theſe 
inexpediencies (in caſe both ſhould be 
luch) is to be yielded to, and born 
with, that the other may be avoid- 
ed, 

Now that to bear with the foreſaid 
Circumſtances of worſhip, is not fo 
inexpedient, as it is to cauſe divifions 
and the Conſequents of them by forſak- 
ing the worſhip for their ſake, will 
eahly appear by this, viz. In that 
the Lord hath not declared himſelf 
againſt the former, as he hath done 
againſt the latter. Although God 
hath expreſly appointed the ſubſtan- 
tial parts of his worſhip, as the mini- 
ftration of the Word, Prayer, and 
Sacraments, yet he hath not fo ex- 
preſly appointed the external form, 
method, 
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method, manner and circumſtances + 


of Admiaſtration, as whether it hall 
or ſhall not be adminiſtred according 
to the exteraal circumſtances required 
io our Liturgy 3 but hath left things 
of that nature to be ordered by ge- 
neral rules of Education, Comelinels, 
and Order, according to the belt 
{Kill and prudence they have, into 
whole hands the providence of God 
hath put the ordering of affairs of that 
nature. And although the external 
form of adminiſtration of Gods pub- 
lick worſhip may be comparatively 
better 1n one Nation or Church than 
10 another (when but all one in ſ#b- 
ſhance) as it would be in particular 
congregations allo, if all Miniſters 
were left to their own liberty therein 3 
Tet the weareſt of them would not be 
unlawful, (o long as nothing 1s done 
in oppoſition to any divine precept, 
or to the defeating of the end of the 
external adminiſtration of Gods pub- 
lick worſhip. But God hath not left 
men to any ſuch latitude to cauſe or 


not to cauſe divilions and offences in 
the 
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the Church, as he hath for them to 
uſe different forms and circumſtances 
of forms in his publick worſhip: and 
therefore there cannot be the hike rea- 
ſon to pretend [nexpediency in ſubmit- 
ting to them, as there is in cauſing di- 
vifions and offences in the Church 
by forlaking the publick worſhip up- 
on account of them. If the honour 
of God and good of men had been 
as much concerned in the external 
form of his worſhip, in not having 
it 1n this way but 1n that, as they 
are 1n mens keeping the wnity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, we have 
all reaſon on our fide to think he 
would then have been as particular 
and expreſs for this form and againlt 
that, as he hath been for the peace, 
unity, and charity of the Church, and 
againlt their contraries and their con- 
trary effects, which yet he hath not 
been. 

What God faid to the Jews, 
when he found them hot for Sacri- 
tices , but cold and careleſs in the 
K moral 
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woral part of Religion, may with a 
little variation be very aptly applyed 
to our cale 1n hand. 7 ſhake not un- 
to your Fathers nor commanded them 
in the day that I brought them out of 
the Land of Feypt, concerning burnt 
Offerings or Sacrifices. But this thing 
commanded T them, ſayino, obey my 
Voice, ©*c. but they hearkened not, &c. 
Jer. 7. 22, 23, 24. For when our Lord 
Chriſt ſees us more nice about forms 
of worſhip, and more zealous for 
this and againſt that, than we are for 

ace and Charity, and the honour 
and ſafety of our Religion and the 
good of other mens ſouls, which are 
greatly wronged and endangered by 
our diviſtons, may he not as truly J | 
ſay, When 1 gave forth the Goſpel, } 
ſpake I a word to my Diſciples to be | 
hot for that external form of worſhip 
you contend for in oppoſition to that} « 
you contend againſt? But this I ſaid, 
have Salt in your ſelves and peace one 
with another: let all your things be 
done in Charity, endeavouring to keep the 
unity 
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wnity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: 
that no man put a ſiumbling block or 
an occaſion to fall in his brothers way, 
that none occaſion be given to the 
adverſary to ſheak reproachfully 5 and 
wo to the world becauſe of offencez, 
and wo to bim by whom the offence 
cometh: and yet you have , not been 
curious, nice and cautious in theſe as 
you have been about the other. Which 
if true, what account can be given 
for our breaking the Church in pieces 
and expoſing our Selves, our Reli- 
gion and the Spiritual and eternal 
concerns of others, to ſuch damage, 
perils and hazards as have been 
mentioned, and all for the ſake of 
that which he commanded not? I 
ſay commanded not, definitive- 
ly. 
For doubtleſs they have been un- 
der a very great miſtake who have 
allerted that nothing is to be done \ 
in the worſhip of God which he hath 
not commanded, if they mean it not 
only of the jatrinſick matter and ſub- 
K 2 {tance 


132 Appendix. 

ſtance of his worſhip, but alſo of all 
external circumſtances of adminiſtra- 
tion, as appears, I ſuppoſe, by what 
I have already ſaid, and by a due 
conlideration of thoſe very Scriptures 
upon which that opinion is ſuppoſed to 
be founded. Such as Dext. 17, 3. Jer. 
7.31. & 19.5, & 32.35 Levit. 10. 1. 
compared with Chap. 16. 12. C& Chap. 
6.12, 13. Where when ſome have 
been cenſured by God for doing what 
he commanded them not, it was in 
reference to falſe worſhip in the $ub+ 
ſtance of it, done in oppoſition to 
what he had otherwiſe expreſly ap- 
pointed and commanded, but never 
in reference to undetermined Circum- 
{tances of the adminiſtration of the 
true worſhip. And therefore theſe 
Scriptures when duly conſidered, are 
without any colour of reaſon or truth 
alledged againſt the lawful uſe of un- 
determined Circumſtances of admi- 
niſtration of the Subſtance of Gods 
worſhip. An opinion doubtleſs it 
is no leſs dangerous than falſe, For 
fiace 
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fince it cannot be conceived (as [ 
ſuppoſe) how the publick worſhip 
other than the uſe of the Lords pray- 
er, and the reading the Scriptures, 
and the reciting ſume words of Scrip- 
ture in the admini(tration of Bap- 
tiſm and the Lords Supper, (if lo 
much) can poſſibly be managed with- 
out doing ſomething therein in res 
ference to external adminiſtration, 
which is not particularly determined 
and commanded in the New Teſta- 
ment, ſuch a poſition as that muſt 
needs tend not only to fill mens minds 
with endleſs ſcruples, and their mouths 
with endleſs diſputes, but alſo to 
interrupt and put a ſtop to the ad- 
miniſtration of Gods publick wor- 
ſhip, ſhould it be admitted. 

Even under the Moſaical diſpenſa- 
tion, when things pertaining to the 
worſhip of God were far more mi- 
nutely determined than they are un- 
der the Goſpel, many things were 
done of a religious nature, and ſome 
of them more immediately reſpect- 
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ing the worſhip of God, which yet 
were neither commanded by God, 
nor the doing of them cenſured by 
him, ſo far as appears, ſo long as 
any thing Commanded by him was 
thereby neither oppoled nor juſtled 
out, nor any thing done in the name 
or under pretence of things appoint+ 
ed by him, which were not fo, as 
the Phariſces did, when they tavght 
for doffrine the commandments of 
men. 

Of things of this nature, theſe fol- 
lowing are inſtances. The rearing 
of an Altar by the two Tribes and 
halt, for a ſign or witneſs that they 
and their poſterity were people of 
the God of 7ſrael, and to prevent 
Apoltalie in their poſterity, Joſh. 22. 
25- 34+ Theerecting of a [tone by 
Joſbua for ſomewhat a like purpole, 
Joſh. 24. 26, 27. Solomons hallowing 
the middle part of the temple for fa- 
crifices, 1 Kine. &. 64. The keep: 
ing of the Patleover fourteen dayes , 
by urder of King Hezekiah and with 
the 
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the advice of the Heads of the peo- 
ple, tho' God had appointed but ge- 
ver. as allo the Levites then help- 
ing the Prieſt 1n the Prieſts appro- 
priate work, 2 Chro. 30. The ob- 
ſervation of the daycs ot Purim : 
The anniverlary falts of the 4th. 
sth. 7th. and 1oth. month: The 
building of Synagogues for publick 
worſhip, and appointing governours 
therein, and the ordering what pray- 
ers (ſhould be made, and how and 
after what manner the Law and Pro- 
phets ſhould be improved to common 
benefit by reading anc exhortation, 
and what diſciphne thould be uſed 
therein: The deterniinate hours of 
prayer in the Temple, 47. 3. 1. The 
altering the geſture ard ſome other 
things, in eating the Palleover, 
from what was ulcd in the firſt In- 
(titution, and cunformed to by Chriſt 
himlelt unacr that aitci tons Ine 
feaſt ot Dedication, which Ciriit 
graced with his own. prelence: The 
admitting of Proc! (cs by Baptiſm 
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as wel las by Circumciſion : a practice 

which our Saviour was ſo far from 

teſtifying his diſlike of as a humane 

invention, that he choſe the ſame 

rite by which to 1nitiate his diſci» 
les. 

Theſe things, with what was ſaid 
before, if there were no more to be 
ſaid in the caſe, would be enough 
to ſhew that it's no juſt exception a- 
gainſt our external form of publick 
worſhip, in that it is not exprelly and 
particularly commanded in Scripture; 
for .if it were, it would be a juſt 
exception againſt every external form 
of publick worſhip whatſoever 3 
becanſe there is no one in particular 
commanded with excluſion of all the 
reſt. Which ſtill plainly renders it 
a thing more inexpedient, (yea and 
much more than ſo) to be acceſſary 
by rending from the communion of 
the Church, to the bringing on us 
all thoſe ſad eftects of our diviſions, 
which every good man is ſenſible of, 
than it 15 or can be to bear with what 
does 
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does not ſo well pleaſe them in 
our form of worſhip as ſomewhat 
elle different therefrom would 
do. 

Methinks it ſhould make ſuch as 
are more conſidering men among 
thoſe that divide the Church by with- 
drawing from her communion, to be 
very jealows of the expediency of 
their prattice, when they conſider 
that before men took this hberty , 
there was little of the ſad effects fore- 
mentioned viſible among us, but 
ſince that, thoſe bad effefts are grown 
notorious and formidable; and that's 
no honour to Separation that it hath 
brought forth ſuch fruit: they may 
know what it is by what it hath 
done, by its fruits ye ſhall know 
it. 

And therefore ſuch as would be 
loth ta lye under the guilt, unrepent- 
ed of, of being acceſſary to the draw- 
ing on us the fad events we ſpeak of, 
had need to examine again and again 
whether the grounds vpon which 
they 


they have made or incouraged thoſe 
diviſions, which have been the cauſe 
ot them, be ſuch as will abide the 
trial before God : and whether they 
have any ground to think that what 
they contend for,in caſe they could ob- 
tain it, would ever countervail, or com- 
penlate the damage which Religion 
in its reputation, and the Souls of 
men have alreadv ſ1ſ{tained and are 
like farther to utter, by the courſe 
they have taken to clic it. 

And when ever they do enter into 
fuch conlideration, 1t will doubtlels 
be their wildome not to flatter them- 
lelves with conceit (asI fear ſome do) 
as if they are not, nor can be acce//a- 
ry to the bringing on us thele fad 
efttects of our divitions, but that they 
are wholly owing and 1mputable to 
our Governours, who, as they per- 
haps ſuppoſe, have given them uſt 
occalion of withdrawing from coum- 
munion 1n the publick worthip by 
making the terms of it {o dithcult and 
unlatisfact ny as they have done. 
r or 
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For tho' that which they ſurmiſe 
ſhould be fo far true, viz, That the 
conditions of communion are made 
more unealie unto ſome than they 
need to be, yet it will not follow but 
that tho” the Governours in ſome rel- 
pect do ill in doing fo, the people may 
do very well in ſubmitting to them, 
tho' leſs pleaſing to themſelves, rather 
than by cauling diviſions, by not 
ſubmitting to them, to draw on ſuch 
things as may well difpleaſe them 
much more than the uneafie terms of 
Communion need to do, as long as 
they are but only {ſs deſerable and 
not abſolutely fnſul in themſelves, 
as doubtlels thoſe 1n queſtion are not: 
For it they were, it would be won- 
derful that fo many wiſe, inquiſitive 

and good men as well of the old 
Nonconformiſts as others, as ſince the 
Reformation have ſubmitted to them, 
ſhoald not be ſenſible of it : No not 
afrer all! that could be faid to work 
ſuch 2 fenle 1n them by ſuch as have 
turned every ſtone to do it. And 
It 
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it is not altogether inconſliderable to 
remember, that however the caſe is 
now, yet 1n the Apoſtles dayes they 
were ſuch Chriſtians as were le 
knowing in the right uſe of their 
Chriſtian Liberty, that cauſed trou- 
bles in the Church about things in- 


diftcrent 1n their own nature, Rome. 


I4- 


Theſe things I have noted upon 
this occaſion, for no worſe end than 
to ſatishe the Scrupulous, That al- 
though they ſhould not or could not 
be perſwaded that our external form 
of publick worſbip is beſt in it ſelf, 
yet that to conform to the ule of 
it under preſent Circumſtances, is 
not only lawtul, but allo very auch 
better than to be acceſſary to all the 
evil effects and conſequences of our 
diviſions and cauſelels Separations ; 
and that there is upon account of 
the danger of being ſo, wack more 
rauſe to Icruple Nonconformity than 
Contormity to our form of publick 
WOTr- 
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worſhip. But if all the arguings and 
reaſopings which have been uſed by 
many ſhall ſtill fall ſhort of their de- 
fired effects to cloſe up our unhap- 
py breaches, and to heal our diviſt- 
ons; the conlequences of them are 
fo dreadtul, thatI could then heartily 
wilh, that if the Higher powers think 
it fit. and rather than the wounds of 
our Church ſhould be ſtill kept bleed- 
iog to the exhauſting of her ſtrength 
and the endangering her very life 
and being, that a Sacrifice were made of 
ſome ſuch things as can leaſt be born 
with and beſt ſpar'd, to the publick 
peace and tranquillity of the Church, if 
that might procure itz Peace and 
Edification being the ends unto which 
all External circumſtances of order are 
to be accommodated by way of means, 

Thus much I thought good to add, 
touching the point of Expediency 
from St. Paxl's example. 


THE END. 


